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Extract from V.C.A. Minute Books. 

 

January 9, 1906. 

Agreed that six runs be scored for a hit over the fence instead of 5. 

 

November 19, 1906. 

Letter from Professional Umpires Association requesting V.C.A. Patronage. Executive Committee 

recommended same - Carried. 

 

December 10, 1906 

Letter from Professional Umpires Association requesting that Umpires from their Association be 

appointed for Interstate matches. - Not complied with. 

The press reported “The Association of Umpires wrote asking that the members of their association 

should be appointed as umpires in the State games. Mr. Buzollich (Essendon)  moved and Mr. Ellis 

(Fitzroy) seconded that “only umpires of the Association should be appointed”. Mr. A. A. Aitken 

(M.C.C.) pointed out that under this Mr. Robert Crockett, who was recognized as the best umpire in 

Australia would be debarred. The V.C.A. should be free to choose whom it pleased. Mr. Rush 

(Hawthorn) said he would prefer to choose only those who umpired in Pennant Matches. Mr. H 

Skinner (South Melbourne) strongly opposed the motion, the best man should be obtained. If this idea  

was carried out, it would only be a matter of time when the umpires dictated as to who should be 

picked. The motion was withdrawn and the letter merely received.” 

 

May 27, 1907. 

Letter from Board of Control requesting Names and Addresses of persons in your state willing to act 

as Umpires in Test Matches. The Secretary was instructed to call for applications 

 

June 28, 1907. 

Letter from Professional Umpires Association re Umpires for International Matches. The Secretary 

reported having received 23 applications. Letter and applications to be forwarded to Board of Control. 

 

October 14, 1907. 

Letter from Board of Control advising that Marylebone have agreed with the Board’s contention that 

the practice of an Umpire travelling with the team should be discontinued. 

 

November 4, 1907.  

Letter from Professional Umpires Association requesting Association receive deputation re appointing 

of Professional Umpires for Interstate Matches for ensuing season. Executive Committee reported 

granting same. Deputation consisting of Messrs. Gregg, Solomon and Lovell were introduced, stated 

their views and retired. The Association decided to take no action in the matter. 

Press report:- A delegation from the Professional Umpires Association waited on the Association with 

the request that only members of the Professional Umpires Association should be selected for 

Interstate and International matches. Mr. E. B. Lovell (the Honorary Secretary) stated that only 

pennant umpires were eligible for membership and no outside umpires could become members. Mr. 

R. V. Anderson (Richmond) “I understand R. Crockett is not a member -  what is your objection to 

him?” Mr. Lovell “ He is not eligible as he is not a Pennant Umpire.” Mr. A. A. Aitken (M.C.C.) 

“Crockett’s duties in the pavilion on Saturdays prevent him from umpiring in Pennant Matches.” Mr. 

Solomon (a member of the deputation) “Our men are qualified to umpire in Pennant matches, and they 

consider it is a slur on them to have to umpire in Interstate matches with a man who is not a member 

of our Association.” After the deputation had withdrawn Mr. Laver said he did not think the 

Association should allow itself to be dictated to. The Umpires might make their Association so 

exclusive as to bar anybody they wished. The Association should be able to appoint whom it liked. 

Mr. R. V. Anderson (Richmond) “It appears to me there is a dearth of good umpires. Some of the men 

in Pennant matches have been umpiring so long they can neither see nor hear properly.” It was decided 

to take no action. 
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July 27, 1908. 

Press report:- Reconstruction of V.C.A. (g) If the V.C.A. pays the umpires fees of the District Clubs a 

similar condition be given to the Sub-district Clubs. 

 

September 28, 1908. 

Professional Umpires Association forwarding list of financial members for 1907-08. 

 

December 14, 1908. 

Press cutting gave Umpires appointments for 7th round of pennant matches. 

Firsts:-  Hannah and Blackham, Elder  and Barrass, Gregg and Lucas, McLean and Young, Dyall and 

Freeman, Martin and Lee.  

Seconds:- Hart and Alessio, Muir and Hance, Harvey and Bickford, Benson and Williams (A. J.), 

Lovell and Williams ( R. A.), Atkinson and Nicholson. 

Emergency:- Dickson and Little. 

New South Wales versus Victoria commencing Boxing Day - Umpire W. Hannah 

 

September 27, 1909. 

The following umpires were appointed for the 1909-10 season. 

First elevens:- E. Barrass, F. Blackham, D.A. Elder, H.S. Freeman, A.F.L. Gregg, W. Hannah, J. Lee, 

W.J. Little, J. Lucas, J.W. McLean, E.J. Martin, W. Young. 

Second elevens (three standing down each round) H.J. Alessio, A. Atkinson, J. Benson, A.F. Bickford, 

T.A. Dickison, W.H. Hance, D. Hart, E.J. Harvey, W.B. Lovell, J.D. Muir, W.H. McNamara, B.B. 

Nicholson, J. O’Connor, A.J. Williams and R.A. Williams. Season to commence on October 2, 1909. 

 

December 12, 1910. 

Letter from Professional Umpires  Association. (1) Requesting two of their umpires be appointed for 

each International and Interstate Match. - No action taken. (2) re umpires appealing against any 

complaint. - no action taken. (3) requesting use of rooms for holding monthly meetings. - granted. 

 

March 13, 1911.  

Press report. 

The no-balling of F. Pitcher, the Collingwood player, in his first appearance in International cricket in 

the match South Africa v. Victoria has not been forgotten by his club mates. At a meeting of the 

V.C.A. last night a letter was received from the Collingwood Cricket Club, asking for an inquiry into 

the matter. Mr. G. Phillips (Collingwood) said that Pitcher had made a long statement to the 

Committee about the matter. He (Mr. Phillips) understood that the Umpire, Crockett, had asserted that 

he had never before seen Pitcher bowl, yet as soon as he saw him bowl, he no-balled him. That 

showed the unwisdom of allowing umpires to officiate in International matches unless they had 

umpired in club cricket. If Crockett had umpired in club cricket, he would have noticed Pitcher’s 

bowling before he appeared against the South Africans. The other umpire, Young, who had often seen 

Pitcher bowl in cricket, followed the opinion of Crockett, and so no-balled the bowler when he was 

put on at Young’s end. Mr Phillips moved that a sub-committee be appointed to enquire into the 

matter. 

 

May 15, 1911. 

      For the match Victoria versus South Africa in February, F. Pitcher was no-balled and         

      the Collingwood Cicket Club called for an enquiry. The Executive Committee     

      reported that they had enquired into the matter and found that the allegations of the  

      Collingwood Cricket Club were not sustained though the Executive Committee  

      considered they were bona fide. 

 

      October 9, 1911. 

      On the motion of Mr. Bean, seconded Mr. Ellis it was decided that it was advisable  

      for all V.C.A. Umpires to join the Professional Umpires Association. 
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      January 8, 1912 

      Thanks to the Umpires Association for invitation to the Jubilee Smoke Concert 

 

      April 15, 1912. 

      Invitations for President, Chairman of Executive Committee and Secretary to Smoke         

      Concert of Umpires Association were received and acknowledged.  

 

      June 10, 1912. 

      Dr. Levin’s suggested additions to umpires signals to indicate Short run and Sixers 

      adopted. 

 

      November 11, 1912. 

      A motion passed to instruct umpires to enforce punctuality in starting matches and 

      in resuming after the customary intervals. 

 

      December 9, 1912. 

      Dr. Cordner suggested that umpires should be instructed to provide themselves with 

      the correct time and go by the same. 

 

      February 10, 1913. 

      Moved “that the Marylebone Cricket Clubs rule forbidding the bowling of trial balls 

      be adopted. - Carried. 

 

      October 13, 1913. 

      Mr. Bean furnished report of an interview with the Executive Committee by 

      representatives of the Victorian Umpires Association. He stated that the Executive 

      had increased the fees for umpires to eight shillings and six pence for first and seven 

      shillings for second eleven umpires and had decided to recommend that each umpire 

      should receive a ticket to admit him to all Pennant games and that each umpire 

      should provide his own white hat and coat. - Carried 

 

      November 10, 1913. 

      Mr. Griffiths called attention to the way in which some umpires interpreted the     

      V.C.A. regulation regarding the bowling of practice balls. It was intimated that the  

      Secretary  would issue definite instructions on the matter to all V.C.A. umpires. 

 

      January 12, 1914. 

      The Honorary Secretary Sub-District Cricket Association  wrote asking that  

      complimentary tickets for Interstate matches be issued to Sub-District Umpires. 

      Consideration postponed. 

 

      June 22, 1914. 

      Mr. E. Barrass sent thanks for Executive Committee’s letter of appreciation  

      concerning his long and satisfactory service as a V.C.A. umpire. 

 

      August 31, 1914. 

      Motion “that the rules be altered to allow the wickets in Interstate and Pennant 

      matches to be covered in accordance with the Marylebone Cricket Club’s 

      regulation regarding the question.” - Carried. 

 

      September 14, 1914. 

      The Umpires Association were granted use of the V.C.A. rooms for meetings 

      during season 1914-15. 
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      October 12, 1914. 

      Mr. Bean moved that the report of the umpire’s sight test be placed upon the  

      table. - Agreed to. 

       

      January 11, 1915. 

      Mr. Bean Moved “ That the Secretary, the umpires, professional players and 

      scorers be insured by the V.C.A. - Carried. 

      Umpires fees paid - Crockett (6 Days) Six pounds, Martin (2 days) Two pounds 

      Alessio (4 days) Four pounds. 

 

      April 12, 1915. 

      New South Wales Cricket Association sent request that V.C.A. should agree to 

      change from 6 to 8 balls per over in Interstate matches. - Suggested change not 

      approved. 

 

      July 19, 1915. 

      Mr. Rush undertook to bring under the notice of the Executive Committee the 

      necessity of curtailing outlay during the coming season in regard to fees for 

      coaching and umpiring. 

 

      August 30, 1915. 

      Deputation from the Victorian Cricket Umpires Association of T. Rooke (President) 

      W.J. Bowes (Honorary Secretary), D.A. Elder and J.C. Keenan brought the following        

      points before V.C.A. delegates: 

1.  That a four o’clock adjournment be compulsory each day of a match and that play begin at 2 

o’clock sharp and finish at 6 o’clock each day. 

2.  That umpires be permitted to answer adverse charges laid against them by clubs.  

3.  That the claims of second XI umpires be considered whenever vacancies occur in 

the ranks of first XI umpires.  

4.  That umpires be, as far as possible, sent to matches within easy distance of their homes. 

Arguments in favour of these suggestions were presented by the Umpires and on the motion of 

Mr. Baragwanath, seconded by Mr. Major the consideration of  the points involved was left to the 

V.C.A. Executive committee. Before the Umpires representatives withdrew the V.C.A. President 

complimented their Association upon the patriotism displayed by the majority of the body in 

offering practically free service during the coming season. The V.C.A. Secretary announced that 

the following umpires had volunteered their services for bare travelling expenses during 1915-16. 

First XI:- Messrs. Alessio, Bowes, Crockett, Elder, Gregg, Buckley, Hopkinson, Martin, Rooke, 

Tuckey, J. O’Connor. Second XI Brown, Hance, Hart, Fyans, Harvey, Smith, Stafford, Keenan, 

Benson, Barber, Jones, McSperrin and C. O’Connor.  

 

October 11, 1915. 

In response to an application from the Victorian Cricket Umpires Association it was decided to vote 

the Umpires Association the sum of Three Pounds Three Shillings to cover expenses of meeting 

during current season. Mr. Bean moved “That each umpire receive Five shillings and Six pence per 

day to cover travelling expenses” - Carried. 

 

November,8, 1915. 

Letter from Victorian Cricket Umpires Association stating that the amount of Three pounds Three 

shillings voted by the V.C.A. would cover meeting expenses for the season.  

 

June 13, 1916. 
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A sum of Five pounds Five shillings was donated to E. Barrass, one of the Associations umpires, who 

is seriously ill. 

 

September 7, 1916. 

Letter received from E. Barrass thanking Association for donation. The Secretary reported that Mr. 

Barrass had since died. 

 

September 11, 1916. 

New Rule - An over shall consist of 8 balls bowled from each wicket alternatively. 

 

October 23, 1916. 

Request from Umpires Association to be paid usual fees was not agreed to. 

 

November 20, 1916. 

Umpires Association intimated that they would continue to act as Honorary umpires. 

 

September 17, 1917. 

The question of recognizing the service of umpires was considered by the meeting and it was 

considered by the delegates that War Certificates should be presented to their Association. The 

allocation of the Certificates was left in the hands of the Executive Committee. 

 

May 6, 1918. 

The Executive Committee recommended that 71 War Certificates to the value of Sixty-two Pounds 

Two Shillings and Six Pence be presented to the umpires who had officiated in Club matches since the 

war, as a recognition of their efforts in the interest of the game. The motion was unanimously agreed 

to, on the basis of three certificates to the first class, two to the second and one to the third, judged by 

the attendance during the last three years. 

 

November 18, 1918. 

The Association approved of 8 balls being bowled to the over. 

 

January 13, 1919. 

The recommendation of the Interstate Conference held in Sydney that the fee paid to umpires be 

reduced to Ten shillings was not carried. Accounts passed for payment included Umpires fees Victoria 

v New South Wales - Eight pounds, Victoria v South Australia - Eight pounds.   

 

October 10, 1919 

In view of the shortage of cricket balls it was resolved that the final clause of Law 4 of the Laws of 

Cricket that “either side may demand a new ball at the beginning of each innings” be suspended and 

that a new ball be given with the permission of the umpires. 

 

November 10, 1919.  

Suspension of Law 4. The Conference recommended that the question of allowing a new ball for 

every 200 runs be left to the decision of the umpires. - Adopted. Mr. Inslip enquired whether Umpires 

fees were regarded as a charge against matches. The Honorary Secretary stated that the Executive 

Committee considered that First XI umpires fees should be regarded as expenses and that this was 

concurred to. 

 

July 18, 1921. 

East Melbourne and Hawthorn clubs amalgamate to form Hawthorn-East Melbourne Cricket Club. 

 

September 12, 1921. 

N.S.W. Umpires Association submitted appeal on behalf of Mr. W. Curran, Interstate Umpire, who 

was suffering from serious illness. Ten pounds Ten shillings was donated. 
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October 10, 1921. 

Letter from N.S.W. Umpires Association acknowledging donation with thanks. 

 

 

 

November 14, 1921. 

The N.S.W.C.A. suggested that, in future, the local associations appoint both umpires for the Interstate 

matches. Moved and seconded “that the N.S.W.C.A. be informed that the V.C.A. see no reason to 

alter the existing procedure which has worked satisfactorily. - Carried. 

 

December 12, 1921. 

Letter from N.S.W.C.A. in further reference to their suggestion that the local Association should 

appoint both umpires was considered, and it was decided to agree to the existing system. 

 

January 9, 1922. 

Agreed to hold a Country Cricket Week each year in Melbourne during the first week in March and 

that the Association defray cost of materials, luncheons and umpires. Conference of representatives of 

Associations of New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Tasmania and Victoria had been held 

and agreed unanimously resolutions recommended for adoption by the various Associations. 1. That 

the two umpires in each Interstate match in future be appointed by the local Association. Mr. Bean 

gave notice of motion that the resolutions be adopted by the V.C.A. and that any previous resolutions 

be rescinded. 

 

February 13, 1922. 

Notice of motion re appointment of umpires for Interstate matches was carried 15 votes to 9. Country 

Cricket Week. Resolved that Five pounds per day be allowed to each District and Sub-district Club to 

cover cost of luncheons to visitors (maximum 15), cricket materials (except bats) and umpires fees. 

 

April 10, 1922. 

Umpires Association requested donation towards Annual Picnic. Two pounds two shillings donated. 

 

February 12, 1923. 

Executive Committee recommends Five pounds per day be allowed to each club to cover cost of 

luncheons, umpires and balls for Country Week. The visiting teams to provide their own cricketing 

materials except stumps, pads and balls. - Adopted. 

 

March 12, 1923. 

Agreed to rescind resolution of 13th October, 1919 suspending the final clause of Law 4 of the Laws 

of Cricket, to enable either side to demand a new ball on the commencement of an innings. 

 

February 11, 1924. 

Each club to be allowed Five pounds per day for Country Week expense - to cover luncheons, 

materials and umpires. 

 

November 10, 1924. 

Amount of One pound Ten shillings paid for insurance of umpires against accident. 

 

May 18, 1925. 

Umpire D. A. Elder wrote denying published statements of the N.S.W. Cricket Umpires Association 

in regard to method of appointment of the umpires for the Test Matches. It was agreed that a copy of 

the letter be sent to the Board of Control. 

 

October 12, 1925. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association forwarded Rules for the approval of the Association. The 

recommendation of the Executive that they be not granted was approved. 
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January 11, 1926. 

Richmond Cricket Club protested against the action of the Executive in match versus Carlton as the 

umpires report differed from the statement made to their officials. Under Rule 21, the Chairman ruled 

that the decision of the Executive was final. 

 

February 8, 1926. 

Testimonial to R. Crockett. The Executive recommended that Twenty pounds be voted. An 

amendment that the amount of Fifty pounds be voted was carried. 

 

April 4,.1926. 

Marylebone Cricket Club forwarded 14th Edition of the Laws of Cricket with decisions. 

 

May 17, 1926. 

Wickets to be covered for First XI semi-final matches and the final games for First and Second 

Elevens. 

 

November 8, 1926.  

The following recommendation was not approved. “That the Captains of competing clubs confer at 

the close of each day’s play and report to the Secretaries of their respective clubs the conditions of 

play and the performance of umpires. In the event of an adverse report, the umpires be noted of the 

circumstance.” 

 

January 10, 1927. 

Country Cricket Week to be played under similar conditions to last season. V.C.A. to allow District 

Clubs Five pounds per day for the provision of umpires, balls and luncheons. 

 

March 14, 1927. 

Introduction of new Pennant rule. “Each captain, before tossing, shall give to the other captain a list of 

the eleven chosen to play in the match, and having done so, no alteration shall be made in either 

eleven without the consent of the opposing captain.” The motion was lost. 

 

April 11, 1927. 

The report of the Pennant Committee made reference to the arrangements made for the conduct of 

Semi-final and Final Pennant matches, the action taken in regard to reports of incompetent umpiring 

and also the injury sustained by umpire H. Nichols. 

 

May 30, 1927.  

A report was made of the finding of the enquiry into the charges of incompetent umpiring. The 

following recommendation was made:- “That the rates of pay to umpires for season 1927-28 be 

increased to the following amounts - Full day - First XI’s Twenty five shillings, Second XI’s Twenty 

two shillings and six pence, Afternoons - First XI’s Seventeen shillings and six pence, Second XI’s 

fifteen shillings. Applications are to be called for the positions and a testing of eyesight and hearing 

made in the selection.” It was resolved that notice of motion must be given. 

 

July 11, 1927. 

Notice of motion re umpires fees. Motion carried as a recommendation to the incoming Executive 

Committee. 

 

August 29, 1927. 

Afternoon tea adjournment re-instated for Pennant matches for season 1927-28 
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September 12, 1927. 

Executive Committee’s approval of umpires rates of pay having been obtained the increase of the 

rates was approved. Eyesight and hearing tests for umpires. The Executive approved of the cost for 

these services. Dr. J. A. O’Brien engaged to conduct tests. Umpires applications were invited by 

advertisement - closing Friday 16th September. 

 

November 14, 1927. 

Instruction to be issued to clubs requiring the use of balls of uniform size. 

 

December 12, 1927. 

Instruction to clubs as regards submission of adverse reports on umpiring. A report was also made by 

Mr. Howlett regarding permits granted and the action taken relative to the formation of the 

constitution of the Victorian Cricket Umpires Association. The umpires appointed in representative 

matches was also announced. 

 

January 9, 1928. 

Country Week - Proficient umpires are to be provided. V.C.A. allowance of Five pounds per day to 

clubs to defray the cost of lunch, balls and umpires. In semi-final and final games an allowance of Ten 

pounds to be made to clubs. The umpires to be appointed by the Pennant Committee and paid by the 

Association. Mr. Howlett reported the umpires appointed to officiate in the 3 Sheffield Shield games. 

 

May 14, 1928. 

No-balls and wides to be debited against bowlers approved. 

 

June 11, 1928. 

Second XI final. A full report was presented of the enquiry made by the Pennant Committee into 

charges made by the Prahran Cricket Club and Umpire Barlow. The report was received. 

 

September 10, 1928. 

Constitution of the Victorian Cricket Umpires Association was submitted to the Executive for 

approval. No action was taken in regard to same. The Pennant Committee report - It  was notified that 

a careful selection had been made in the appointment of umpires for the forthcoming season 

 

October 8, 1928. 

Pennant Committee reported on the appointment of umpires. 

 

December 10, 1928. 

Full report presented of conference between Pennant Committee and Pennant Umpires regarding the 

fitness of wicket for play. 

 

January 14, 1929. 

Pennant Committee - Sixth round. The Executive ad fixed the hours of play on 12th January 

commencing at 1.30 p.m. and terminating at 6.30 p.m. No play occurred on 5th January on account of 

the Test Match. Umpires  fees for this round were determined at One pound one shilling for first XI’s 

and Seventeen shillings and six pence for second XI’s. 

 

February 4, 1929. 

Country Week. An allowance of Five pounds per day be made to District and Sub-district clubs by the 

V.C.A. to defray cost of providing lunch, balls and umpires in the main matches. Semi-final and 

Finals. Allowance of Ten pounds to be made to Clubs on whose grounds the matches are arranged for 

lunch and balls and the umpires be appointed and paid for by the V.C.A. Competent umpires must be 

provided in the Minor matches of the week. 

 

March 11, 1929. 
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The Board of Control notifies that the fees for umpires has been increased to Twenty pounds per 

match and the amounts to be made retrospective. 

 

 

 

June 10,1929. 

Ten pounds was donated to the widow of P. Smith - Umpire. 

 

September 9, 1929. 

Pennant Committee Report. Procedure adopted by the Committee for the selection of Umpires and 

reported that the calibre of candidates was most satisfactory. It was also reported that a prescribed 

form had been adopted for the submission of a report of a match by an umpire. 

 

October 14, 1929. 

Mr. Howlett reported the proceedings of the Pennant Committee respecting the appointment of 

umpires for the first round of Pennant matches. 

 

November 11, 1929. 

Umpires A. N. Barlow and W. J. Moore were appointed to officiate in the match Victoria v. England. 

A. E. R. Gilligan (Captain of M.C.C.) asked that R. M.  Crockett be included. The V.C.A. agreed to 

this request and both Barlow and Moore volunteered to stand aside, whereupon Barlow won a draw of 

names from a hat to decide who would umpire with Crockett. 

 

February 10, 1930. 

Country Week. Recommendations as of meeting of February 4, 1929 repeated. 

Appointment of Umpires for rounds 8, 9 and 10 were reported. 

 

March 10, 1930. 

Board of Control acknowledges report of the umpiring in Sheffield Shield matches. Pennant 

Committee advised appointments of Umpires for Pennant Matches and Country Week semi-finals and 

finals. Mention also made of the variation in the reports submitted by clubs of the umpiring in Pennant 

matches and the suggestion made that Captains confer after a match and report to the Secretary of his 

club.  

 

June 9, 1930. 

Meeting approved a meeting of scorers with the object of adopting a uniform score sheet. 

 

July 14, 1930. 

Uniform scoring sheet adopted for use by District clubs. 

 

September 8, 1930. 

Selection of Umpires for Season 1930-31. Two second XI umpires were to be promoted to the first XI 

list and from 18 applications two will be selected to fill the vacancies. Instruction issued to clubs that 

Captains confer after a match and report to their respective secretaries as to the manner in which the 

umpires performed their duties for submission in the report to the Association. 

 

March 9, 1931. 

 Pennant Committee reported that both umpires (A. N. Barlow and J. Richards) were congratulated by 

the two captains in the Test Match v. West Indies for satisfactory performance of duties. 

Umpires for Country Week finals would be selected from unemployed men. 

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

September 14, 1931. 

Umpires fees 1931-32. It was reported that the Executive had decided to reduce the fees of umpires 

for the forthcoming season as follows:- First XI’s Full day 20 shillings, Afternoon matches 15 
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shillings, Second XI’s Full day 17 shillings and 6 pence, afternoon 12 shillings and 6 pence, Sheffield 

Shield and other Interstate matches 25 shillings per day and City v. Country Colts match 20 shillings 

per day. 

 

 

 

October 12, 1931. 

Pennant Committee reported that a conference had been conducted with the umpires and the Pennant 

Rules thoroughly explained. 

 

February 8, 1932. 

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

April 11, 1932. 

The Umpires who officiated in the match Victoria v. Tasmania reported on the bad behaviour of L. 

Nash on the field during the game. It was decided to forward copies of the reports to the Tasmanian 

C.A. with a covering letter without comment. 

Pennant Committee received reports from the Umpires in the second XI match Carlton v. South 

Melbourne on 19th March when the Carlton captain had broken the Laws of Cricket. It was announced 

that he had fielded two substitutes without the knowledge or permission of the opposing Captain and 

had used one of the substitutes to bowl. It was resolved to request the Carlton C.C. to inform Houston, 

the captain, that a severe censure had been recorded against him and it was expressed that steps should 

be taken by the Carlton C.C. to prevent a recurrence in the future. 

 

August 29, 1932. 

In the instructions to umpires the clause with regard to an appeal for fitness of light being considered a 

standing appeal by the umpires, was struck out. 

 

December 12, 1932. 

Pennant Committee was requested to ask umpires to call “no-ball” distinctively and promptly. Mr. 

Davies suggested the deletion of “no” in the call. 

 

February 13, 1933. 

Resolution that the Board of Control should take into consideration the question of increasing the 

remuneration paid to umpires in International Test matches - Carried. 

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

March 13,1933. 

Mr. Lockyer drew attention to the lack of information published in the press of the activities of district 

second elevens. The matter was referred to the Executive Committee for consideration. 

 

May 8, 1933.  

The Australian Board of Control desires reports of the umpiring in Sheffield Shield matches. It was 

reported the information had been forwarded. 

 

August 14, 1933. 

The recommendation of the Pennant Committee and approved by the Executive that Umpire D. Elder 

be appointed Umpires Advisor and perform special duties required by the Pennant Committee was 

agreed to by the meeting. 

 

February 12, 1934. 

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

March 12, 1934. 
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An interpretation of Pennant rule 40 as to computation of time lost owing to bad weather conditions 

was forwarded to Umpires. 

 

July 9, 1934. 

Mr. D. Elder re-appointed Umpires advisor for season 1934-35. 

 

 

 

July 30, 1934. 

Collingwood re-instated after one years suspension. 

 

January 14, 1935. 

A suggestion by the Honorary Scorers Association to include additions to instructions to umpires so 

that they could signal to scorers either a “caught behind” or “L.B.W.” decision was adopted. Umpires 

to be notified accordingly. 

 

March 11, 1935.  

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

April 8, 1935. 

Queensland C.A. enquires whether recognition in the form of a certificate is given Umpires officiating 

over a period of seasons. The Secretary was empowered to reply that recognition, other than payment 

of services, was made. 

 

August 12, 1935. 

Addition to Rule 37. “and the umpires shall see that any necessary steps are taken to improve the 

ground, other than the wicket, with a view to expediting play. Mr. Howlett submitted the result of 

examination and selection of Umpires for Season 1935-36. 

 

August 26, 1935. 

Annual Report mentioned retirement of Mr. George Hele, Test Umpire. 

 

September 9, 1935. 

Executive recommended that the fees for umpires officiating in V.C.A. Pennant matches be similar to 

the previous season excepting that half rates only be paid in the event of no play on any day of play. 

The recommendation was defeated. 

 

October 14, 1935. 

The Laws of Cricket, authorised by the Australian Board of Control and published by the V.C.A. are 

to be circulated with one copy each to the V.C.A. Pennant umpires. 

 

December 9, 1935. 

A recommendation that the emergency umpire in Sheffield Shield matches be paid ten shillings per 

day was approved. 

 

January 13, 1936. 

Recommendation of the pennant Committee that a protest from Umpire Barlow arising out of the 

match against New South Wales be referred to the N.S.W. Cricket Association and Board of Control 

was agreed to. 

 

March 9, 1936. 

V.J.C.U. Inter-association matches. The Executive had considered complaints arising out of these 

matches and decided to recommend that a V.C.A. umpire be appointed for each match and the other 

umpire by the V.J.C.U. and that Fifty pounds be voted towards the cost of umpires. The umpires 

would be the sole judges of the fitness of the wicket and/or the ground for play. 
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Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

Law 43. Mr. Browne raised the question of umpires lifting bails and stopping play without an appeal. 

It was decided the umpires acted wrongly and could not interfere with play unless an appeal was 

made. 

 

 

 

 

 

April 20, 1936. 

A reply was received from the N.S.W. Cricket Association regarding complaint by Umpire A. N. 

Barlow. The letter was received. Dr. Morton expressed disappointment that N.S.W. had not forwarded 

a complete report from its Captain. 

 

May 11, 1936. 

Footscray, Brunswick, Camberwell, Coburg and Brighton applied for entry into the V.C.A. 

competition. It was recommended that, in the interests of the game, it is not desirable to increase the 

number of District Clubs. 

 

July 13, 1936. 

Pennant Committee reported no alterations had been made to the list of umpires for the current season. 

Mr. D. Elder re-appointed umpires supervisor for 1936-37. 

 

August 10, 1936. 

Official recognition of Third XI competition of District cricket. 

 

November 9, 1936. 

Appointment of umpires, A. N. Barlow and C. Dwyer to Victoria v England reported. 

 

January 11, 1937. 

N.S.W. Cricket Association proposed that State Associations secure their Captain’s reports of the 

umpiring in Sheffield Shield matches for submission to Interstate Conference. The Victorian Captain 

notified. 

 

March 8, 1937. 

Country Week financial arrangements - Allowance of Four pounds per day for B and C group matches 

and Seven pounds ten shillings for semi-final and final matches. 

 

August 9, 1937.  

Letter of thanks from Umpire A. D. Raeburn for condolences forwarded by V.C.A. 

Mr. D. Elder re-appointed Umpires supervisor. 

Rule 36. The fitness of the wicket and/or the ground for play shall be decided by the two umpires. 

Umpires shall see that any necessary steps are taken to improve the ground, other than the wicket, with 

a view to expediting play and shall not draw stumps until the hour fixed by the Pennant Rules for the 

completion of the days play unless satisfied there is no possibility of play. 

Umpires for Season 1937-38. The procedure of selection of umpires had been conducted. Two 

vacancies in the second eleven list had been filled by the appointment of two junior umpires on the 

reserve list. 

 

October 11, 1937. 

Club Championship inaugurated. Five points for a 1st XI win, Three points 2nd XI , Two points 3rd XI 

excluding finals. Como Park procured for Prahran Thirds. Conference held with umpires and rules and 

laws of cricket discussed and elucidated. 

 

February 14, 1938. 



 13 

3XY applied for permission to broadcast final V.C.A. Pennant match. Referred to Melbourne Cricket 

Club.  

Country Week financial arrangements - Allowance of Six pounds for Minor matches and Seven 

pounds ten shillings for Semi-finals and Finals. 

 

March 14, 1938. 

Instruction given to umpires that the covering and uncovering of the wicket shall be their duty and this 

service must be attended to under their direction as quickly as possible. 

 

 

July 11, 1938. 

Mr. D. Elder re-appointed Umpires supervisor. 

 

August 8, 1938. 

V.C.A. Pennant rules - signalling. Umpires are to denote the new L.B.W. decision to scorers by 

raising the right arm in a slanting position. 

 

October 10, 1938. 

Conference held with the Umpires Association reported. 

 

November 14, 1938. 

Umpires officiating in Melbourne Cup day round at Glenferrie where no play occurred had been 

summoned to attend the next Pennant Committee meeting. 

 

February13, 1939.  

Adverse reports had been placed on the records of two umpires for consideration before the next 

selection.  

Country Week financial arrangements as per previous season. 

 

August 14, 1939. 

Victorian Cricket Umpires Association forwarded a query regarding use of adhesive tape by bowlers 

and fieldsmen. Decided that matter is a question of fair and unfair play to be administered by the 

umpire on appeal. 

Instructions to Umpires - Provision was made to include a sign to denote the new L.B.W. decision as 

from the leg side of the wicket. 

 

September 11, 1939. 

Mr. D. Elder re-appointed Umpires supervisor for Season 1939-40. 

 

December 11, 1939. 

Discs to mark the commencement of the bowler’s run up adopted for Shield matches in Melbourne. 

Cancellation of Country Week. 

 

March 11, 1940. 

South Australian Cricket Association sought information regarding the official recognition of the 

Umpires Association. 

 

July 8.1940. 

Letter from Umpires Association offering the services of umpires in an honorary capacity. Received 

with thanks. 

V.C.A. Pennant Premiership competition abandoned. 

 

August 12, 1940.  

Allowance of Five shillings per day for meal and travelling expenses to be paid by home club to 

umpires for season 1940-41. 
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Umpires R. Hayward (Second A.I.F.) and C. Juliff ( Munition worker) granted leave of absence. 

Rule 38 addition - “An appeal against the light and/or later resumption of play must be decided by the 

umpires from the point of objection. 

 

October 14, 1940. 

Death of umpire A. D. Raeburn reported. 

 

April 21, 1941. 

Resolved to forward each umpire a letter of thanks for the generous gesture in umpiring pennant 

matches voluntarily. 

 

July 14,1941. 

Allowance of Ten shillings per afternoon be paid umpires approved. 

 

September 8, 1941. 

Allowance to umpires in one day games be increased to Twelve shillings and six pence was approved 

 

December 8, 1941. 

Actions taken with regard to adverse reports of umpiring was made known to the meeting. 

 

September 14, 1942. 

V.C.A.U.A. granted free use of the Board Room for monthly meetings. 

 

October 12, 1942. 

Umpires notified to place a broad interpretation regarding the use of cricket balls outside of the 

approved manufacture should captains agree to the use of same in any one match. 

 

December 14, 1942. 

Umpires Barlow and Wright were  appointed for the services match at Richmond. 

 

February 5, 1943. 

Payment to umpires attending grounds on days when the Pennant Committee had earlier abandoned 

play for the day. Resolved that clubs reimburse umpires for transit cost not exceeding two shillings 

and six pence following enquiry that the said umpires were unable to receive notification of the 

abandonment of play. 

Several District clubs were paying allowances to umpires in matches opposed to Sub-district clubs. 

Resolved to ask the Sub-district Cricket association to draw the attention of its Club Representatives 

to Pennant Rule 28 which reads that the allowances to umpires are to be paid by the home club. 

 

June 14, 1943. 

Victorian Cricket Umpires Council applied for use of room for monthly meetings. Regretted no room 

available. 

 

October 11, 1943. 

Selection of umpires - consideration was given to six applications for appointment and Messrs.  H. J. 

Hale, J. E. Hawkins of the Sub-district Cricket Association and P. C. James of reserve appointment 

list were selected. It was also announced that the Secretary had been empowered to appoint umpires to 

matches near their place of residence whenever possible and within reason. 

 

December13, 1943. 

Umpires appointments - Christmas Day and Boxing Day - A. N. Barlow and R. Wright. New Year’s 

Day - W. J. Horrocks and J. L. Lancaster. 

 

February 14, 1944. 
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Full payment is to be made by Prahran Cricket Club in the first XI  v. Fitzroy to the umpires 

appointed. 

 

August 14, 1944. 

Instructions to umpires. Following the adoption of the altered reading of Rule 40, the last sentence in 

paragraph 3 of page 27 reading as follows is unnecessary and is therefore deleted “in the case of a leg-

side wicket decision the left arm is raised in a slanting position.” 

 

 

 

 

 

September 16, 1945. 

Umpires fees for Season 1945-46. Two-day matches - First XI - Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence - 

Second XI - Fifteen Shillings each afternoon. Full day games - First XI - Twenty Five Shillings - 

Second XI - Twenty Shillings. 

 

October 8, 1945. 

Proposal by Western Suburbs Cricket Council to formulate an Umpires coaching class for Ex-

servicemen was referred to the Executive. 

 

November 12, 1945. 

Mr. A. N. Barlow to be heartily thanked for his kindness in donating a cricket ball gauge to each 

District club. 

 

December 10, 1945. 

A reply was received from the Secretary, Interstate Conference that reports from Captains on the 

merits of umpires officiating in Interstate matches would not be received this season. 

Mr. Barrow returned thanks for V.C.A. approval of his presentation of ball gauges. 

Laws of Cricket - proposed amendments from the Australian Board of Control as submitted from 

Maryellen Cricket Club were referred to the Executive Committee for investigation. 

 

February 11, 1946. 

Richmond Cricket Club complained about the inadequate dressing room accommodation for players 

at Collingwood. Collingwood representatives assured that this matter would be immediately rectified. 

Cricket balls cost Twelve shillings per ball. 

The Chairman stated that any club could use sight screens. 

 

March 11, 1946. 

Admission to finals - Adults - One shilling and six pence plus Five pence tax. Children - Eleven 

pence. 

Umpires for Semi-finals. 

First XIs Melbourne v. Essendon. A. N. Barlow and F. Rooney.        Emergency 

                Carlton v. St. Kilda  W. Horrocks and R. Wright.                J. Lancaster. 

Second XIs Prahran v. Northcote. H. Hale and W. Scott.                   Emergency 

                    St. Kilda v. Carlton. W. Freake and L. White.                  P. James. 

 

August 12, 1946. 

Secretary supplied W.A.C.A. with particulars of selection of umpires, fees etc.,. 

Selection had been made from Umpires from last season available for re-appointment. Examination of 

candidates to fill vacancies had been conducted and list for coming season completed. 

 

November 11, 1946. 

Mutual Store quotation - Blazers Sixty-nine shillings and six pence, Caps Fifteen shillings, Pullovers 

Thirty seven shillings approved. 
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It was decided to issue an instruction to Umpires regarding the correct marking of a wicket. 

 

February 10, 1947. 

V.C.A.U.A. The following matters were referred to the Executive - 1.Entertaining to visiting South 

Australian umpires at Easter. 2. Umpires badge or monogram for Interstate umpires. 

 

March 10, 1947. 

Executive recommended that a sum of Ten pounds be voted towards the cost of expenses entailed by 

the V.C.A.U.A. for entertainment. An amendment that Fifteen pounds be granted was carried. 

Resolved that a badge of recognition be presented to umpires selected to officiate in Sheffield Shield 

matches and/or State matches versus England. 

The V.C.A.U.A. protested against derogatory remarks by Mr. A. Liddicut about umpires in the 3KZ 

Sports Parade broadcast of every Friday evening. The Executive resolved itself into committee. The 

Executive had considered the matter and recommended that in its opinion broadcasts of this nature are 

not in the best interests of the game. The debate was conducted in round table conference. Following a 

full explanation by Mr. Liddicut, the matter was referred back to the Executive. 

 

April 14, 1947. 

Victorian Cricket Umpires Association forwarded appreciation of the action of the V.C.A. in 

financially assisting to entertain the South Australian umpires at Easter. 

It was decided that it is considered inadvisable that any member of the Association should publicly 

criticize umpires. Any comments should emanate from the V.C.A. Pennant Committee. 

 

May 12, 1947. 

With regard to the selection of umpires for Season 1947-48 the Committee decided to follow the usual 

procedure in inviting applications from Sub-district Cricket Association and affiliated associations of 

the V.J.C.U. of umpires who officiated in semi-finals and finals of the first grade. 

N.S.W.C.A. forwarded a copy of a letter sent to the Australian Board of Control stating that it was 

unanimously resolved that in the opinion of the Association each   umpire be paid a bonus of Fifteen 

pounds per Test Match. The question to be left in the hands of the V.C.A. representatives to the Board 

of Control. 

 

September 15, 1947. 

Increase of Umpires fees for Season 1947-48 as follows:- First XIs - Full Day Twenty five shillings, 

each afternoon Twenty shillings, Second XIs - Full day Twenty two shillings and six pence, each 

afternoon Seventeen shillings and six pence. 

Mr. Liddicut reported that examination of a number of candidates for selection of umpires had been 

conducted by the Pennant Committee and Messrs. F. Deveney, E. Heintz and R. Hele had been 

appointed. Umpires H. J. Hale, P. C. James and N. G. Wright had been promoted to the first eleven 

list. 

 

October 13, 1947. 

The Australian Board of Control forwards decision to improve the standard of umpiring in Australia. 

The matter was referred to the Pennant Committee. 

Mr. Liddicut drew attention to the careful submission of reports by club captains of the umpiring in 

Pennant matches. 

 

November 8, 1947. 

Pennant Committee reported that action had been taken with regard to bad umpiring. 

 

January 12, 1948 and February 9, 1948. 

Action taken by the Pennant Committee with regard to adverse reports of umpiring was announced. 

 

July 12, 1948. 
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Announced that the fees for umpires would be similar to last seasons excepting that loss of time 

expenses to umpire in Sheffield Shield matches would be allowed to a maximum of Twenty shillings 

per day on production of the Employers certificate. 

Fees - Sheffield Shield and Interstate matches - Twenty five shillings per day. 

 

August 9, 1948. 

Footscray admitted to District competition for Season 1948-49. 

 

March 14, 1949. 

V.C.A. Umpires visit to South Australia for Easter. Recommended that Fifteen Guineas be donated 

towards cost. Approved. 

 

 

 

May 9, 1949. 

Mr. R. M. (Bob) Crockett Memorial Shield. The Victorian Cricket Umpires gained possession of this 

Shield by defeating South Australian Umpires at Adelaide during Easter. Mr. G. A. Davies has 

received same for custody by the V.C.A. Mr. E. C. Yeomans in his absence through illness presented 

the shield to the Association for recognition and safe custody. The President, Mr. J. A. Seitz, in 

accepting the Shield recalled the sterling qualities of the late Bob Crockett. 

 

June 14, 1949. 

Umpires fees for Season 1949-50. Maximum rates -V.C.A. afternoon games Firsts - Twenty two 

shillings and six pence, Seconds - Twenty shillings. Full day matches Firsts - Twenty seven shillings 

and six pence, Seconds - Twenty five shillings. 

Sheffield Shield games - an umpire will receive Thirty shillings per day and loss of time if claimed on 

the V.C.A. prescribed form to a maximum rate of Twenty shillings per day. 

 

July 12, 1949. 

Selection of umpires for Season 1949-50. It was reported that the Pennant Committee had selected 32 

umpires who had officiated during the current season. 

 

December 12, 1949. 

Mr. Liddicut stressed the fact that reports from clubs affecting umpiring in V.C.A. matches were 

inadequate. Adverse reports must be accompanied by details regarding same and forwarded in the 

prescribed time of 48 hours after a game. 

 

February 13, 1950. 

Mr. Liddicut drew attention again to the need of Captains conferring regarding reports on umpiring 

and the lack of detailed information. 

 

March 13, 1950. 

Umpires for V.C.A. Semi-final matches Public Schools and Inter Collegiate had been appointed. 

 

April 17, 1950. 

A report was made of the laxity of Club Captains in submission of reports on umpiring. Umpires 

reports re state of grounds was announced. 

 

July 10, 1950. 

Umpires selection for Season 1950-51. It was reported that serious consideration had been given this 

matter and 33 umpires had been selected. 

 

September 11, 1950. 

Umpires fees:- First XI.  Afternoon games Twenty two shillings and six pence, Full day Twenty seven 

shillings and six pence. Second XI. Afternoon games Twenty shillings, Full day Twenty five shillings. 
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Third XI. Afternoon games Seventeen shillings and six pence, Full day Twenty two shillings and six 

pence. Sheffield Shield Thirty shillings per day and loss of time if claimed on the prescribed form to a 

maximum of One Pound per day. 

 

October  9, 1950. 

Reported that the Pennant Committee had attended the Annual Meeting of the Umpires Association 

who were appreciative of the action of the V.C.A. in granting them the use of the Board room for the 

function. 

 

January 8, 1951. 

Mr. Liddicut referred to the shortage of umpires for January matches and the difficulty experienced by 

the Committee in finalizing appointments. 

 

 

 

February 12, 1951. 

Victorian Umpires Association request that separate dressing room accommodation be provided for 

umpires at District grounds. Members generally agreed that the request was a reasonable one and it 

was resolved that clubs be asked to arrange where possible next season. 

Victorian Umpires Association apply for financial assistance to entertain S. A. Umpires at Easter. 

Recommended that Fifty Pounds be granted. 

 

March 13, 1951. 

Victorian Umpires Association returned thanks for donation to assist entertain S.A. umpires over 

Easter.  

The President, Messrs. Nagle and Ryder strongly censured a morning paper for misquoting statements 

supposedly made by Mr. Nagle in regard to a request by the Victorian Cricket Umpires for separate 

dressing rooms during pennant matches. 

 

April 9, 1951. 

Third elevens to be taken over by the V.C.A. from 1951-52 season from the Metropolitan Cricket 

League. 

 

May 14, 1951. 

With the intake of District 3rd XI’s by the V.C.A. the question of additional umpires was discussed. 

The Secretary was instructed to advertise requesting applications. 

 

June 12, 1951. 

Umpires fees for Season 1951-52. First XI. Twenty two shillings and six pence per afternoon from 

1.30 p.m. onwards, Twenty shillings starting at noon, Twenty seven shillings and six pence starting at 

10.30 a.m. or before noon. Second XI. Twenty shillings, Twenty two shillings and six pence and 

Twenty five shillings. Third XI Seventeen shillings and six pence, Twenty shillings and Twenty tow 

shillings and six pence. Sheffield Shield - Two pounds ten shillings per day with no loss of time. 

 

July 9, 1951. 

Mr. Liddicut reported on the examining and appointing of new umpires and suggested that classes be 

held twice a month until Christmas to assist these umpires in the initial stages of their promotion. 

 

October 10, 1951. 

The Umpires Association requested that all club scorers be instructed to answer all signals. The 

Executive Committee recommended that a sum of Ten pounds ten shillings be paid to the Victorian 

Cricket Umpires Association and that a letter be sent to Mr. W. Wetenhall in recognition of his 28 

years as an umpire and 25 years Honorary Secretary of the above body. 

 

November 12, 1951. 
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Victorian Cricket Umpires Association acknowledged with thanks the V.C.A. cheque. Mr. W. 

Wetenhall wrote thanking the Association for past considerations and wishing it a successful and 

prosperous season. 

 

December 10, 1951. 

Mr. Liddicut enquired of Board members whether the wide ball rule had been discussed either by the 

Board or at the recent Interstate Conference as N.S.W. umpires were placing a different interpretation 

on the rule as against Victorian umpires. It was essential that uniformity in these matters be reached in 

all states. 

 

January 14, 1952. 

Umpires Barlow and Hele were announced as those selected to officiate in match Victoria v. West 

Indies. An umpire apology for non-arrival at match owing to an accident was accepted. 

 

 

 

February 11, 1952. 

Mr. Numa enquired if it was possible to have umpires appointments for Pennant matches published in 

the daily press. The Secretary replied that this was the procedure but as there were so many late 

changes it proved misleading and was discontinued. 

 

March 10, 1952. 

A letter had been received from Mr. G. Hele offering his services free, to conduct umpires classes 

during the winter months. The Pennant Committee recommended that the offer be accepted and that 

Mr. Liddicut and Mr. Hele confer and draw up a suitable schedule. 

 

April 21, 1952. 

Victorian Cricket Umpires requested that the practice of rubbing a ball on the pitch be referred to the 

Board for a ruling. The Umpires had been advised that the matter had already been before the Board 

who were awaiting a ruling from Marylebone. The decision would be conveyed to them when known. 

Mr. Liddicut would be conferring with Mr. Hele to draw up a suitable roster for Umpires classes and 

requested that a member of the Association be present at each lecture.  

      It was pointed out that on two of the three days during the Final match, players and umpires were 

forced to forgo the tea adjournment owing to termination of innings and spend more than four hours 

on the field. 

      It was also requested that should future semi-final or final games be played at South Melbourne, that 

the wicket not be pitched in line with the scoreboard. 

 

      May 12,1952. 

      Mr. Liddicut and the Secretary advised the meeting of arrangements made so far for the conducting of 

Umpire’s classes under tuition of Mr. George Hele. 

 

      July 14, 1952. 

      Following a request from the Umpire’s Association and Umpire’s Council for an increase in fees for 

season 1952-53 it was recommended that as fees paid in Victoria already compared more than 

favourably with those of other states, that they remain the same as last season. 

 

      September 8, 1952. 

       Mr. Liddicut announced that applicants for V.C.A. umpires would be examined on Wednesday, 

September 1oth. 

 

      October 13, 1952. 

      Mr. Hele furnished a report on the Umpire’s classes which he conducted during yhe winter months and 

expressed his willingness to continue during the summer. It was moved that a minute of appreciation 
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be placed on the books and that Mr. Hele be invited to be the guest of the Association at Luncheon 

during the current season at first class matches. 

 

      December 8, 1952. 

      Umpire’s appointments – Victoria v Queensland –A. Barlow  and G. Mangan. V.C.A. Colts v Public 

Schools – L. Atkins and W. Smyth. 

 

      June 8, 1953. 

      It was resolved to defer the matter of Umpire’s fees for season 1953-54 until the July meeting. 

      Allowances for players and umpires selected in Sheffield Shield matches be Two pounds ten shillings 

per day with no loss of time. 

 

      July 13, 1953. 

      Umpire’s fees for Season 1953-54.  

      First XI – 1.30 p.m. 25/-, 12.30 p.m. 27/6, 10.30 a.m. 30/-. 

      Second XI                22/6,                  25/-,                   27/6. 

      Third XI                   20/-,                  22/6,                   25/-. 

     Where only one officially appointed umpire is available,  Law of Cricket No. 3 may be waived, 

and that umpire permitted to officiate at the bowler’s end and a substitute umpire at the striker’s end. 

No additional fee is to be paid to the officially appointed umpire. 

 

      October 13, 1953. 

      Letter sent to Mr. A. Barlow on his retirement from umpiring thanking him for is long and valued 

service. 

      A report had been furnished by Mr. G. Hele stating the classes conducted by him for umpires during 

the winter had been very well attended and proved a distinct improvementon the previous years. The 

Secretary was instructed to forward a letter of appreciation to Mr. Hele for his services in this matter. 

Mr. Brown reported that Mr. Ron Wright and Mr. Ray Hele had attended the last meeting of the 

Union and had offered their services to Junior umpires during the summer months. The Union has 

accepted the offer enthusiastically and it was requested that letters of appreciation also be forwarded 

to these two umpires. 

      Mr. Numa asked for a ruling on Umpire’s fees for Saturday 11th October as some scheduled matches 

had now developed into one day matches with longer hours of play. The Association decided that as 

the round was originally meant for a two-day fixture the normal allowance would be paid.  

 

      November 9, 1953. 

      There has been Some confliction of  opinions with Umpires regarding the luncheon adjournment on 

Cup Day. The Secretary was instructed to write and inform the  Umpire’s Association when a one day 

game has been reduced to normal conditions, intervals for lunch can be adjusted to provide for the 

greatest amount of playing time, also before any match has begun the rolling of the pitch to expedite 

play is quite in order. 

 

      May 10, 1954. 

      The President expressed deepest sympathy on the death of the late Mr. D. Elder and members stood as 

a mark of respect . 

      It was resolved that an honorarium of Ten pounds ten shillings be forwarded to Mr. W. Wetenhall for 

services rendered in obtaining umpires for all grades of Cricket. 

 

      June 14, 1954. 

      The family of the late Mr. D. Elder thanked the Association for its expression of sympathy in their sad 

bereavement. 

 

      July 14, 1954. 

      The following recommendations were made by the Executive in respect to V.C.A. Umpires fees and 

player allowances for Season 1954-5. 
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      First XI            10.45 a.m.  30/-   12.30 p.m. 27/6  1.00 p.m. 27/6  Semi & Finals 30/- 

      Second  XI                          27/6                    25/-                   25/-                          27/6 

      Third XI                              25/-                    22/6                   22/6                         25/- 

      Sheffield Shield Matches  Two pound ten shillings per day (no loss of time.)  

 

      August 9, 1954. 

      Mr. Liddicutt reported that ten new umpires had been interviewed and examined and that eight of them 

had been accepted to offociate in V.C.A. matches. 

 

      September 13, 1954. 

      Mr. G. A. Hele submitted report on umpires’ classes which he had held. He reported that the classes 

had been most successful. A letter of appreciation for his excellent work was sent to Mr. Hele. 

      V.C.A. Umpires invited the Secretary and members of the Pennant Committee to attend meeting on 

21st September. 

 

 

 

 

 

      October 11, 1954. 

      Pennant Committee recommended that “before play commenced on any day of any match the Umpires 

be empowered to take any necessary steps to improve the ground or the pitch with a view to 

expediting play.      

      Umpires Wright and Hele appointed to officiate in the match An Australian XI v M.C.C. 

      Mr. Simmonds stated that although there was an absorbent roller at the M.C.G., umpires rarely, if ever, 

issued instructions for its use to improve the ground after rain. The matter was left with the Secretary 

to inform the umpires concerned. 

 

      November 8, 1954. 

      Owing to the resignation of five umpires, it was found necessary to advertise for fresh applicants. 

Umpires Mangan and Wright were appointed for the match Victoria v South Australia. Delegates were 

informed that their Captains were still not giving sufficient information in their reports on Umpires. 

 

      January 17, 1955. 

      Christmas card received from the Umpire’s Association. The Collingwood delegates were requested to 

instruct their First XI Captain, Mr. K. Stackpole, to immediately furnish a report on the umpiring of 

the match Fitzroy v, Collingwood. 

      It was requested that all clubs ring through stump scores to 3AW and 3UZ each Saturday and forward 

information on club doings to Mr. Liddicutt. 

 

      February 14, 1955. 

      Clubs were again requested to make available dressing rooms for umpires away from the players. 

 

      March 14, 1955. 

      V.C.A. Umpires Association requested financial assistance towards the cost of entertaining the 

S.A.C.A. Umpires at Easter. It was recommended that the sum of Fifty Pounds be donated. – 

Approved.  

 

      April 18, 1955. 

      V.C.A. Umpires Association acknowledged and thanked the Association for its generous gift of Fifty 

pounds towards the cost of entertaining the S.A.C.A. Umpires at Easter. Mr. W. Wetenhall submitted 

a statement of expenses incurred by him in obtaining umpires for all grades of cricket during season 

1954-55. Recommended that a cheque of 20 Guineas be forwarded to Mr. Wetenhall. 

      An umpire had reported a player for questioning him on a no-ball ruling. The player had been asked 

for an explanation which when given had been accepted by the Pennant Committee. 
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      It  was decided no further action could be taken in regard to the dispute in connection with the tea 

adjournment in the First XI match Collingwood v. Footscray. The evidence furnished by the two clubs 

and the umpires differed considerably. 

      Several Club captains suggested that captains and not umpires should determine if grounds are fit for 

play. This would be discussed when the rules are being revised 

 

      June 20, 1955. 

      A brief report was given of a conference held with V.C.A. umpires at which a case was presented for a 

considerable increase in allowances. Following a thorough investigation of the case the Executive 

recommended an overall increase of 2/6 per day. The following rates would apply. 

      First XI       Full day 32/6  Noon 30/- Afternoon  30/- Semi-finals and Finals 32/6 

      Second XI                 30/-            27/6                   27/6                                     30/- 

      Third XI                    27/6           25/-                    25/-                                     27/6 

      Sheffield Shield Two Pounds Ten Sillings per day with no loss of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

      September 19, 1955. 

      Mr. Liddicut reported the Pennant Committee had examined umpires for the ensuing season. Seven 

had een appointed and a further ix had been asked to officiate in the Sub-district Competition until 

such time as they would be required. 

 

      October 10, 1955. 

      Schoolboys Competition. It was requested that clubs make every endeavour  to see the standard of 

umpiring. Pennant players and school teachers to be encouraged to umpire these matches. 

 

      November 14, 1955. 

      State Second XI match v. South Australia. Players to receive One pound per day and Umpires Two 

pounds per day. Umpires W. Smyth and J. Ward were appointed for the match Victoria v. South 

Australia Second XI’s. The Committee ruled that the umpires must make their inspection of wickets 

unaccompanied by Captains, Players or Officials. 

 

      December 12, 1955. 

      Umpires R. Wright and G. Mangan had been appointed to officiate in the Victoria v. Queensland 

match. 

 

      January 9, 1956. 

      V.J.C.U. advised that it had suspended the Footscray Cricket Association for continuing to pay greater 

fees than authorised to umpires in its matting section. Request to delegates to instruct their Second XI 

captains to give more informative reports on umpires officiating in matches. 

 

      February 20, 1956. 

      Umpires J. Ward and W. Smyth were appointed to officiate in the Sheffield Shield match Victoria v. 

Western Australia. 

 

      March 12, 1956. 

      Two players had been interviewed following an umpires report but no action had been taken. 

 

      April 16, 1956. 

      New umpires appointed for this season had proved most satisfactory. 

 

      June 11, 1956. 
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      Letter received from Umpires Association suggesting re-grouping of Pennant Rules which it was 

claimed would make the rules easier and quicker to be followed. Mr. Liddicutt and Mr. Ferguson to 

confer with the representatives of the umpires with a view to ascertain whether the suggested changes 

would be justified. It was considered that the rule relating to the exchange of teams was not being 

strictly observed and needed tightening. 

 

      July 9, 1956. 

      Umpires classes to be conducted by Mr. G. Hele on Friday evenings July 20, August 3, 10, 17, 31 and 

September 7. The President expressed the thanks mof the Association to Mr. Hele for his most useful 

work. 

 

      August 13, 1956. 

      Mr. H. Nicholls resigning as V.C.A. Umpire. Resignation accepted and a letter of appreciation of his 

services to be sent. Recommendation that umpires fees be increased all round was approved. 

 

      September 10, 1956. 

      Mr. Liddicutt reported that the Pennant Committee had examined applicants for appointment as 

V.C.A. Umpires and that the ten appointed were good types. 

 

 

 

      February 11, 1957. 

      Victorian Cricket Umpires Association requested permission to change its name to Victorian Cricket 

Association Umpires Association. Resolved that approval be given for the change of name provided 

that no members are admitted to the Umpires Association other than those appointed by this 

Association, and that the pocket badge or emblem be approved by the V.C.A. 

       The Victorian Cricket Umpires Association requested that where an emergency umpire is appointed 

and he is required to be in attendance at the ground there should be some compensation to cover out-

of -pocket expenses. It was recommended that when an emergency umpire is requested by the V.C.A. 

to attend a ground a fee of 10/- out-of-pocket expenses be paid provided he does not officiate. 

 

      April 8, 1957. 

      Mr. a’Beckett asked whether it would be possible to have the standard of umpiring in the Public 

Schools matches improved upon. The Secretary promised to have the matter looked into. 

 

      July 8, 1957. 

      Umpire Wetenhall resigned as a V.C.A. umpire. The the V.C.A.U.A. had given valuable assistance in 

the setting up of the rules so that they would appear in a better sequence. 

 

      August 12, 1957. 

      It was reported that it would be necessary on present indications, to appoint five new umpires to bring 

the number to full strength. It was proposed to examine applicants on Thursday 29th August. 

 

      September 16, 1957. 

      Payments to umpires to be the same as last year. New umpires had   been examined by the Pennant 

Committee but only two of the eight applicants were acceptable. The remaining vacancies would be 

filled by recalling umpires loaned to the Sub-association. 

 

      November 11, 1957. 

      Australian Board of Control conveyed its rulings on two questions raised by the Association in respect 

to a decision given by an umpire in a Pennant match last season. The decision in question which was 

given under Law 46 of the Laws of Cricket “Fair and unfair play” was on receipt of a protest from one 

of the clubs involved, overruled by the Pennant Committee. The other club involved contested the 

Committee’s right to alter an umpire’s decision, but the Association endorsed the Pennant Committees 

action. It was then requested the matter be referred to a higher authority for a ruling, and after setting 
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out the details the Board was asked the following questions. (a) Under the circumstances was it 

properly within the power of the umpire to invoke Law 46. (b) Regardless of the correctness or 

otherwise of the umpire’s decision, has the controlling body which conducts a competition the right to 

override a decision of an umpire made pursuant to Law 46 on the question of fair and unfair play. The 

rulings given were (a) Yes, the umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. (b) No, unless the 

particular competition rules provide otherwise. 

 

      December 9, 1957. 

      The following umpires had been appointed to officiate in Sheffield Shield matches. Victoria v. 

Queensland – J. Ward and L. McLaren. Victoria v. N.S.W. J. Ward and R. Wright. 

 

       January 3, 1958. 

      V.C.A. Umpires expressed dissatisfaction with the ruling given by the Board in regard to the signalling 

of a no-ball which has been finely snicked , and requested the Board be asked to have the ruling 

rescinded. Resolved the matter be referred to the Board. 

       

      February 10, 1958. 

      Mr. Pye (South Melbourne) commended the two umpires in charge of the Second XI fixture South 

Melbourne v. Hawthorn East Melbourne ( McNamara and Reilly) for the work they carried out to 

expedite play following heavy rain. 

 

 

      March 17, 1958. 

      Umpires appointed for the semi-finals were First XI – Wright and Smyth, Hele and Ward, Second XI 

– Tippett and C. Taylor, Elmslie and Pritchard, Third XI – A. Taylor and Johnston, Reilly and Tuttle. 

 

      April 21, 1958. 

      Umpires for Finals matches. First XI – Wfight and Hele, Second XI – Tippett and Pritchard, Third XI 

– A. Taylor and Reilly. 

 

      June 9, 1958. 

      Mr. Hele will again conduct Umpire’s classes from which it is hoped to fill any vacancies that may 

occur on the Umpire’s panel. The classes will be held on July 4, 18, 25  and August 15 and 29. 

 

      September 15, 1958. 

      An examination of umpires was held for those attending Mr. G Hele’s class. Five were appointed to 

fill vacancies on the V.C.A. Umpire’s Panel. 

 

      October 13, 1958. 

      V.C.A. Umpires requested a conference with the Executive Committee to discuss (a) Increases in 

Umpire’s fees  and (b) Representation on the V.C.A.. It was recommended that no increase in fees be 

granted until the Umpire’s Fee Fixing panel is formed or negotiations fall down, also that an Umpire’s 

representative on the Association was not favoured. 

 

      November 10, 1958. 

      The following umpires had been appointed to matches. Victoria v. M.C.C. –  R. Hele and R. Wright. 

Victoria v. Western Australia – W. Smyth and J. Ward. 

 

      January 12, 1959. 

      Umpires appointed for first class matches were as follows – Victoria v. M.C.C. – J. Ward  and R. 

Hele. Victoria v Queensland – W. Smyth and L. McLaren. 

      Reports were received from Umpires on some grounds and offending clubs had been written to with 

the request that Curators be instructed to prepare ritches earlier in the week. Captains complained of 

late starts and one club suggested a rule to cover such contingencies, but the Pennant  committee was 

not in accord with such a rule. 
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      February 16, 1959. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested a grant to help meet expenses which would be incurred in the visit of the 

S.A.C.A. Umpires over the Easter vacation. It was also asked if these umpires could be granted free 

admission to the V.C.A. Final on Easter Monday. Resolved a grant of Fifty Pounds be made and 

arrangements made for the umpires to attend the Final as guests of the V.C.A. V.C.A.U.A. wrote 

again requesting representation on the Association. The Executive had given adequate consideration to 

the request but failed to see how any benefit could accrue to either body by acceding to the 

proposition. Resolved the Umpire’s Association be advised to this effect. 

 

      March 4, 1959. 

      The following umpires ahd been appointed to officiate in the Semi-final matches. First XI – Wright 

and Smyth, Hele and Ward. Second XI – Clayton and Jones, Elmslie and Stuart. Third XI – Collicoat  

and Jones, Davis and Williams. 

      

      May 11, 1959. 

      V.C.A.U.A. advising that in competition against the S.A.C.A. Umpires it had won the right to hold the 

Bob Crockett Shield for the next two years and requesting permission to allow the Shield to be left in 

the V.C.A. Board Room. Permission granted. It was reported that a conference had been held with the 

Executive members of the V.J.C.U. regarding the promotion of an umpire’s fee fixing panel but as the 

views of the Union do not agree with those of the Association in regard to representation on the panel 

or its authority it was recommended that no further action be taken for the present. 

 

      June 8, 1959 

      Mr. G. A. Hele advised that owing to illness he would not be able to conduct the Cricket Umpire’s 

classes this winter. Resolved a letter be sent to Mr. Hele expressing appreciation for his work in this 

field and best wishes for a speedy recovery. It was further resolved that Mr. Ron Wright’s  indication 

that he would be willing to carry on the classes be accepted. 

 

      July 13, 1959. 

      Recommended that allowances to Players, Umpires, Scorers and Masseurs for Sheffield Shield 

matches during 1959-60 season be the same as last year. Umpires Two Pounds Ten Shillings per day. 

Recommended V.C.A. Umpire’s fees for 1959-60 be District matches - First XI 37/6, Second XI 35/-, 

Third XI 32/6. Semi-finals and Finals -  First XI 42/6, Second XI 40/-, Third XI  37/6. 

 

      August 10, 1959. 

      The question raised by Footscray club regarding Umpire’s fees on days when cricket has not been 

cancelled but no play takes place was considered and it was recommended that umpires be paid in full 

– Approved. The resignation of umpire E. Heintz was accepted and it was agreed that he be sent a 

letter of thanks for his services.    

       

       October 12, 1959. 

      It was resolved that the Pennant Committee should meet the Umpire’s Association and discuss the new 

experimental law and the ntes thereto. 

 

      November 9, 1959. 

      The umpire in charge of the Footscray v. North Melbourne Third XI match had impounded the two 

score books as the batting totals did not agree with the bowling analysis. Both books agreed that North 

Melbourne’s total was 7 wickets for 184, but both books showed 183 runs in the bowling figures. The 

Committee after an examination of both  books ruled a win for North Melbourne.  

      It was ruled that any break in play on account of weather and/or light would be timed from when the 

bails were lifted until they were replaced by the Umpires. 

      Mercantile Cricket Association asked for a ruling to cover the situation when 12 men were discovered 

on th field. Resolved this Association be informed that there is nothing in the Laws of Cricket to cover 
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such a position but it was felt that those in charge of the game should pay more attention to their 

duties. 

 

      December 12, 1959. 

      Umpires appointed to officiate in Sheffield Shield matches – Victoria v. Queensland J. Sheehan and J. 

Wheeler, Victoria v. N.S.W. – R. Wright and W. Smyth. Following advice and complaints received 

that some umpires were interpreting the drag rule incorrectly a letter had been sent to the Umpire’s 

Association. Fitzroy Cricket Club had been reported by an umpire for the bad behaviour of it’s Third 

XI. It was recommended that the club be fined Five pounds five shillings and a strong letter be sent 

pointing out that such conduct would not be tolerated by the Association. Mr. liddicutt read a report 

from the umpires in charge of the Footscray v. Essendon Second XI match at Footscray. The report 

stated that the pitch was a positive disgrace and lacked proper attention and preparation. Mr. Dunne 

broadly outlined how matters stood in respect of the Council’s employees, and the ban that had been 

placed on all overtime. The Club would appreciate any assistance the Association could give in this 

matter. It was resolved that the Secretary send a letter to the Footscray Council informing them of the 

umpire’s report and strongly request an investigation into the position. 

 

      January 11, 1960. 

      A meeting was arranged for Friday 15th January between Pennant Committee, Umpires and Club 

Captains. 

       

      February 8, 1960. 

      A report was given of the meeting held by the Pennant Committee with Captains and Umpires and it 

was hoped that conflicting reports on the drag rule had been straightened out. 

 

      June 30, 1960. 

      Pennant Committee  advised most favourable reports had been received on the umpiring of the District 

First, Second and Third XI Finals. 

  

      August 8, 1960. 

      Recommended that the following Umpire’s fees apply for season 1960-61. 

      Pennant matches – First XI 37/6, Second XI 35/-, Third XI 32/6. 

      Semi finals and Finals – First XI 42/6, Second XI 40/-, Third XI 37/6. 

      Sheffield and representative matches – Two pounds ten shillings per day. 

 

      November 14, 1960. 

      Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele appointed to officiate in match Victoria v. West Indies – W. Smyth 

emergency. For the Victoria v. N.S.W. Colts game K. Collicoat and I. Stuart were appointed. 

 

      December 12, 1960   

      Umpires appointed to officiate in Sheffield Shield matches – Victoria V. Western Australia W. Smyth 

and J. Sheehan – emergency I. Stuart. Victoria v Queensland R. Wright and L. McLaren. Mr. Loxton 

in a reply to a report made by the umpires in the First XI match Prahran v. Fitzroy reported on the 

state of the pitch and what actually happened. Mr. Parish also reported on conditions at Melbourne 

High School for the Third XI game Prahran v. Fitzroy and was of the opinion that the umpires erred in 

permitting play. Mr. Liddicutt said that umpires would be requested to watch match conditions more 

closely on wet days and if curators refused to co-operate in an endeavour to expedite play the umpires 

were to take the matter up with the home club secretary. 

 

      January 9, 1961.       

      Umpires W. Smyth and I. Stuart were appointedt to officiate in the match Victoria v. South Australia. 

 

      April 17, 1961. 
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      Mr. Ryder commented on the poor standard of umpiring during Country Week matches. He suggested 

that each Country centre should bring down the best umpire from it’s district. Mr. Kirton promised to 

bring the matter before his Executive Committee and report back to the Association. 

 

      July 10, 1961. 

      Umpire’s allowances – All representative matches – Three pounds per day. Umpire’s fees for District 

matches to be the same as last year. 

 

      January 15, 1962. 

      Umpires W. Smyth and I. Stuart had been appointed for the match Victoria v. N.S.W. and W. Smyth 

and K. Collicoat for Victoria v. South Australia. Captains of clubs had expressed appreciation of the 

improved standard of umpiring this year. 

      Mr. Buckland suggested professional umpires for the Schoolboy’s competition. 

      Mr. Ryder again suggested that country umpires be asked to officiate during Country Week and Mr. 

Jacobs suggested that country umpires be invited to attend a clinic in Melbourne. Mr. Parish moved 

and Mr. Tickner seconded that all these matters be referred to the Executive Committee – Carried.    

                           

      February 12, 1962. 

      Umpires R. Casey and K. Butler had been appointed to officiate in the Victoria v. Tasmania match at 

Geelong. The umpires had reported a Third XI for wasting time. As the First XI of this club were 

similarly involved some weeks ago Mr. Liddicutt was granted permission to speak to the delegates of 

the club concerned. 

 

      July 9, 1963. 

      Recommended the following fees for umpires in District Cricket for season 1962-63. 

      Afternoon matches – First XI  37/6, Second XI 35/-, Third XI 32/6. 

      Full Day                                    45/-,                   42/6,               40/- 

      Semi Finals and Finals             45/-,                   42/6,                40/-. 

      All representative Matches -  Three pounds per day. 

 

      September 17, 1963. 

      Executive Committee recommended that the V.C.C.L. invites as many  country umpires as possible to 

officiate in Country Week mtches. A fee of Two pounds per day was agreed upon. Umpires to pay 

their own expenses. 

 

      November 17, 1963. 

      Appointment of W. Smyth and R. Casey to officiate in the Victorian v. Western Australia Shield 

Match. (R.Casey was unavailable because of illness and I. Stuart was appointed as his replacement.) 

 

      December 10, 1963. 

      Secretary reported that eight country umpires had been appointed to officiate in Country Week 

matches. These had been asked to attend matches at Collingwood, Hawthorn East Melbourne, Fitzroy 

and St, Kilda. Delegates were advised that Mr. W. Wetenhall would not be assisting with umpires and 

it rested with the clubs to obtain their own. 

 

      February 15, 1963. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested a grant to assist entertainment of members of the S.A.C.U.A. visiting 

Melbourne during Easter vacation, also passes for any members desiring to attend the V.C.A. Final 

match on Easter Monday. Resolved a sum of Seventy five pounds be granted and passes be made 

available. A number of adverse reports had been received on match balls during the current season and 

the Pennant Committee had carried the following resolutions now submitted for approval by the 

Association. “If umpires report adversely on a ball it shall be returned to the V.C.A. by the umpire for 

checking purposes. The ball must be clearly marked to identify it with the game in which it was used. 

 

      March 18, 1963. 
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      Mr. Mann reported on the poor standard of umpiring in the Schoolboy’s Competition. He suggested 

names should be submitted to the V.C.A. as for Country Week.   

            

      June 17, 1963. 

      Reports by the Victorian Captain on umpires standing in Sheffield Shield matches had been perused 

but the Committee  was waiting to see the visiting Captain’s report. Pennant Committee had discussed 

at some length the question of doubtful bowling actions and resolved to support the Interstate 

Conference recommendation which reads “this conference re-affirms that doubtful bowling actions 

should not be condoned and requests that State Associations make every effort to see that umpires 

firmly police  the Law in this regard.  

       

      July 8, 1963. 

      The V.C.A.U.A. sought permission for this association to form a Federation of Umpires throughout 

Australia and requested the matter be brought before the notice of the Australian Board of Control. 

Resolved the Umpire’s Association be advised that the V.C.A. does not favour the proposal. 

      Umpires fees for Season 1963-64 be – One afternoon matches – First XI 47/6, Second XI  45/- and 

Third XI 42/6. Full day and semi-final and finals – First XI 52/6, SecondXI 50/- and Third XI 47/6. 

 

      August 3, 1963. 

      Law 26 – No ball. Experimental Law to read The Umpire at the bowler’s end shall call and signal no-

ball if he is not satisfied that, in the delivery stride, the bowler has front foot grounded behind and not 

touching the popping crease and his back foot within and not touching the return crease or it’s forward 

extension.” Resolved that this is adopted by the Board for use in Test and Sheffield Shield matches 

during the 1963-64 season and that this Association also adopt it for District and Sub-district matches 

and by all affiliated bodies. The Secretary to circulate all concerned including the V.C.A.U.A. 

immediately. 

 

 

      October 14, 1963. 

      Meetings had been arranged with the V.C.A. Umpires and also District Captains and the new 

experimental laws fully explained. 

 

      January 13, 1964. 

      Messrs. I. Stuart and K. Collicoat had been appointed to officiate in the match Victoria v. South 

Africa. 

 

      May 11, 1964. 

      Acting Secretary reported that Umpire’s Classes would be held during June, July and August. 

 

      June 8, 1964. 

      Recommendation approved for allowance to Umpires of Three Pounds per day for Sheffield Shield 

matches. 

 

      July 13, 1964. 

      Umpire’s fees for season 1964-65.- 10 a.m. start First XI 52/6, Second XI 50/-; Third XI 47/6. 12.30 

p.m. or 1 p.m. start First XI 47/6, Second XI 45/-, Third XI 42/6.            Semi finals and Finals – First 

XI 52/6, Second XI 50/-, Third XI 47/6. 

 

      October 12, 1964. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested lunch allowance for Third XI umpires on Australia Day. An allowance of 7/6 

was approved. 

 

      November 9, 1964. 

      Australian Board of Control gave the following determination in respect to Law of Cricket no. 28 – 

Wide ball. “A ball is wide if, when it passes the striker, it (a) passes out of reach of the striker where 
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he is then standing and (b) if he had not moved from his normal position when taking guard it would 

also not have been within his reach. 

      Appointment of Umpires K. Butler and J. Collins for Interstate Colts Match. 

 

      February 8,1965. 

      Adverse reports had been received from umpires on the state of pitches at Footscray and Northcote. 

Messrs. Burnham and Bowtell admitted there had been problems but assured the meeting necessary 

action had been taken. Mr. Baring requested that, inorder to assist the Committee in appointing 

umpires for Sheffield Shield matches, a copy of the Captain’s reports at present sent only to the 

Interstate Conference be made available. Resolved the Secretary write to the Interstate Conference 

requesting that, in future, State Captains be instructed to submit separate reports on umpires officiating 

in Sheffield Shield matches to the home authority who in turn will furnish copies to the Conference.    

 

      March 15, 1965. 

      Interstate Conference advised that the subject of Captain’s reports on Sheffield Shield umpires would 

be listed on its agenda for the next meeting as requested by the V.C.A. 

 

      April 12, 1965. 

      Mr. Liddicutt suggested the V.C.A. should consider an examination paper for umpires and the issuing 

of certificates for successful candidates. Report received and Mr. Liddcutt’s suggestion referred to the 

Executive Committee. 

 

      June 21, 1965. 

      The subject of written examinations and the issuing of certificates was deferred. 

 

 

 

 

      July 12, 1965. 

      Umpires fees for season 1965-66 to be the same as last season except allowance for all representative 

matches was increased to Three pounds Ten Shillings per day. 

 

      August 9, 1965. 

      Seven new umpires would be needed to bring the V.C.A. panel up to required strength. Mr. Ron 

Wright advised accordingly. 

 

      October 11, 1965. 

      President expressed regret on the death of Mr. W. R. Wetenhall (ex V.C.A. Umpire.) 

 

      November 8, 1965. 

      Australian Board of Control provided M.C.C. rulings on the new note 1 to Law 30 -     leg bye as 

follows (a) “Following a deliberate deflection an umpire should not call “dead ball” until he considers 

that the fielding side has no reasonable chance of dismissing the batsman under any of the laws. This 

applies particularly to a “run out” if a batsman leaves his crease and attempts a run following such a 

deflection (b) In connection with a batsman taking evasive action M.C.C. states “Umpires are 

concerned only with a decision as to whether or not a batsman has attempted to play the ball with his 

bat. Resolved on motion of Mr. Parish seconded by Mr. Steelethe correspondence be received but that 

the matter be taken up again through the Board of Control with M.C.C. for a proper interpretation of 

the word “immediate.” Mr. Parish then moved and Mt. A’Beckett seconded that M.C.C.’s ruling be 

conveyed to our umpires and a letter sent to all State Associations asking at what stage will their 

umpires call “dead ball” in the event of one, two or three runs being attempted even if overthrows are 

involved. Mr. Baring moved an amendment that V.C.A. Umpires be instructed in view of M.C.C.’s 

interpretation that a batsman attempting to score runs after a deliberate deflection can be run out and 

the call “dead ball” should not be made until the ball finally settles in the hands of the wicket keeper 
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or the bowler or reaches the boundary. State Cricket Associations to be advised of this instruction for 

their information. Mr. Loxton seconded the amendment which upon being put defeated the motion. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested permission to conduct a lecturing and examining panel and to issue certificates 

of qualification. Approved. Umpires o be commended on their efforts and a sum of Fifty pounds be 

granted to help defray expenses. 

 

      December 13, 1965. 

      District Finals for season 1965-66 to be played at the following venues – First XI Albert Ground, 

Second XI – University, Third XI – Ransford Oval. 

 

      February 7, 1966. 

      W. Smyth was appointed emergency umpire for the fifth test. 

 

      March 21, 1966 

      Reports by Captains on umpires standing in Sheffield Shield matches were received and proved most 

helpful to the Committee in appointing umpires for the District Semi-finals. 

 

      June 20, 1966. 

      Following an application from the V.C.A.U.A. for an increase in fees and pointing out existing 

anomalies in the current rates of pay it was resolved the following rates apply for season 1966-67. All 

representative matches $ 7.00 per day. Pennant matches – 10 a.m. start - First XI $ 7.00, Second XI 4 

6.75, Third XI $ 6.50, 12.30 p.m. First XI $5.50, Second XI $ 5.25, Third XI $ 5.00, 1 p.m. First XI $ 

4.75, Second XI $ 4.50, Third XI $ 4.25, Semi-finals and Finals First XI $ $ 5.50, Second XI $ 5.25, 

Third XI $ 5.00.       

      Mr. Oakley mentioned dissatisfaction at the standard of umpiring in the W. J. Dowling competition. 

He then moved that each District club supply the names and addresses of two or more schoolmasters 

or other people who would be prepared to umpire these matches. From there the V.C.A. to select a 

suitable panel. No umpire nominated by a club should stand in a match in which that club is engaged. 

All umpires to be paid a fee. Mr. Houston seconded the motion which on being put to the meeting was 

defeated. 

 

      August 8, 1966. 

      V.C.A.U.A. submitted a report on the umpire’s coaching activities and it’s plan for the future. 

Although they still had $ 57.70 from the Association’s original grant of $ 100.00 it is doubtful if this 

amount is sufficient to meet their commitments for the year. It was resolved that a letter of 

appreciation be sent to the Umpire’s Association for the work they are doing and that the V.C.A. make 

a further grant of $ 100.00 and that they be requested to contact the Department of Physical Education 

at Melbourne University and offer their services to the Physical Education Students. 

 

      September 12, 1966. 

      V.C.A.U.A. thanked the V.C.A. for its grant of $ 100.00 for it’s umpires coaching scheme. 

 

      October 10, 1966. 

      District Finals matches for season 1966-67 to be played at following grounds – First XI - Albert 

Ground, Second XI - University, Third XI - Ransford Oval. The Secretary to endeavour to having 

offending tree at Albert Ground lopped. 

 

      December 12, 1966. 

      Umpire W. Copeland queried payments for the second day of a round which has become a one 

afternoon match. Resolved when first day of a match is rained out and the game reverts to a one 

afternoon match umpires are entitled to one afternoon match fees even though they were paid for the 

first day. 

      Resolved that the First XI final match be transferred from Albert Ground to St. Kilda.   

       

      January 16, 1967. 
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      V.C.A.U.A. reported on lectures and examinations conducted throughout the state and also a shortage 

of copies of the Laws of Cricket for sale. Secretary directed to thank umpires for report and to procure 

200 copies of the Laws. Umpires had reported that a cover had been used on a pitch in a match 

Prahran v. Carlton. Both clubs were asked to furnish a report. 

 

      February 13, 1967. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested grant to assist to defray expenses of S.A.C.U.A. vicit to Melbourne at Easter for 

the bi-annual match for the Crockett Shield. Resolved that $ 150.00 be granted. Australian Board of 

Control advised M.C.C. ruling on Law 26 – No ball. Front foot experiment. It stated delivery was fair 

if in the delivery stride the bowler lands some part of his front foot on or behind the popping crease. 

Received, noted and advice to be sent to umpires. 

 

      March 20, 1967. 

      V.C.A.U.A. thanked V.C.A. for its grant of $ 150.00 and issued invitation for two  representatives to 

attend a luncheon on Good Friday. 

      Pennant Committee concerned at the number of brushes between players and umpires and stated it 

intended to do everything in its power to stop this undesirable practice. 

 

      June 19, 1967. 

      Umpires fees for season 1967-68 be same as for previous season. 

 

      July 10, 1967. 

      Resolved a rule be inserted preventing the use of covers in home and home matches. 

 

      October 9, 1967. 

      V.C.A.U.A.  requested grant of $ 200.00 towards its lecturing expenses. – Approved. 

 

      November 13, 1967. 

      V.C.A.U.A. acknowledged receipt of $ 200.00 grant. 

  

      February 12, 1968. 

      V.C.A.U.A. submitted a report on it’s lecturing activities and a statement of expenditure to 

21.12.1967. The statement showed a credit balance of  $ 149.13 . Received and resolved a letter of 

appreciation be forwarded to the V.C.A.U.A.        

      Footscray C. C. had replied satisfactorily to a complaint made by the umpires on the behaviour of 

players in its Second XI match v. Prahran. 

   

      March 18, 1968 

      Umpires classes under Mr. Ron Wright had been arranged for the current season. 

      A St. Kilda player had been severely reprimanded for querying Umpire’s decisions. 

 

      June 17, 1968. 

      President expressed regret at the deaths of former umpires R. Wright and L. McLaren. A report 

furnished by Mr. J. Potter on the conduct of the First Semi-final Fitzroy v. South Melbourne was still 

under consideration. Following a report by umpires in charge of the Third XI final match on their 

conduct, Players M.Huntingdon and R. Bruce were interviewed by the Pennant Committee. Mr. 

Huntingdon was suspended for two matches and Mr. Bruce was severely reprimanded. 

 

      September 9, 1968. 

      V.C.A.U.A. requested rise in fees for season 1968-68. Recommended that for all Pennant matches the 

new rates be First XI $ 6.00, Second XI $ 5.75, Third XI $ 5.50. 

 

      October 14, 1968. 
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      V.C.A.U.A. forwarded copy of circular sent to clubs in connection with the lectures on the Laws of 

Cricket for players. V.C.A. requested umpires for all games of Metropolitan High Schools Sports 

Association matches. V.C.A. to pay fees. 

 

      November 11, 1968. 

      St. Kilda Cricket Club had been written to following an umpire’s report and that club had taken 

appropriate action. Umpires W. Smyth and K. Collicoat were appointed to stand in the Victoria v. 

West Indies match. 

 

      December 9, 1968.  

      Umpire’s appointments to stand in match Victoria v. N.S.W. – W. Smyth and R. Figgis. Victoria v. 

Queensland – W. Smyth and K. Butler. 

       

      January 13, 1969. 

W.  Smyth and R Figgis  were appointed to umpire the Victoria v. South Australia match.   Captains 

and umpires had been advised that it was against the principles of the rules to declare an innings 

closed from 5.50 p.m. onwards on the second day of a two day match. 

 

February 10, 1969. 

Recommended the following venues be used for the V.C.A. Finals- First  XI St. Kilda, Second XI 

Albert Ground, Third XI University. 
      Attention of delegates was drawn to the last paragraph of Experimental Law 46, Note 4(a) which refers to the 15      

overs in the last hour of playing time on the final day of a match. Umpires and club captains would also be 

advised to read this section. Advice was received from the Chief Secretary’s Department that the V.C.A. could 

commence Semi-finals and Finals on Sundays March 16 and 23 and if required 30th at 12.15 p.m.  

 

      March 17, 1969. 

      University’s protest on it’s semi-final with Carlton was read and discussed at length. The Pennant 

Committee recommended that no action be taken against Carlton as it had done everything possible 

under the circumstances to get the pitch ready for play by the scheduled time. Messrs. Tickner and 

Gray (University) and Mr. Houston (Carlton)each gave their views on what had happened. Mr. 

Tickner moved and Mr. Gray seconded that V.C.A. Rule 43 be implemented and that the 

representatives of both clubs be called before the Pennant Committee to state their case. Carried. Mr. 

Steele moved , Mr. Bowtell seconded that the meeting be adjourned to allow the Pennant Committee 

to hear the representatives of both teams. Carried. The meeting resumed at 9.45 p.m. Mr. Bowtell 

moved Mr. Mann seconded that the Pennant Committee’s original recommendation stand. Carried. 

      Mr. Parish moved, Mr. Steele seconded that the ground manager of the First XI Grand Final be 

directed to employ a night watchman on the ground on the nights of Friday 21st March, Saturday 22nd 

March, Friday 28th March, and if play is necessary to achieve a result on Sunday 30th March, on the 

night of Saturday 29th March. The cost to be a match expense. Carried. 

 

      April  21, 1969. 

      Australian Board of Control advised of U.K. Publication on cricket Umpiring and Scoring. Resolved 

the Secretary send copy to the V.C.A.U.A. and purchase one copy for the V.C.A. Library. 

      V.C.A.U.A. submitted report and financial statement on it’s lecturing activities. Resolve letter of 

appreciation be sent together with a further grant of $150.-  to continue lectures next year. 

 

      May 12, 1969. 

      Umpires classes would commence on June 13th.. Clubs requested to submit any suggested alterations to 

V.C.A. Rules by May 31st. 

        

      July 14, 1969. 

      Australian Board of Control advised amendments to Law 5 – The Ball and Law 44 –The Fieldsman 

effective 1st May, 1969. Umpire’s allowance for Shield matches - $ 28.- per match. 
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      September 8, 1969. 

      V.C.A.U.A. offered it’s services to conduct evenings at District clubs on the Laws of Cricket. 

Received and recommended to Clubs. 

 

      November 10, 1969. 

      Complaints had been lodged by Umpires and a team captain on conditions at Walter Street Reserve. 

Essendon delegates were requested to see that better conditions prevailed in future. Resolved that 

experimental Law 46 – note 4(x) be amended for Pennant Cricket to read that in the last hour on the 

final day of a match 120 balls shall be bowled in lieu of 15 (8 ball) overs. 

 

      December 8, 1969. 

      Umpires Collins and Figgis were appointed to stand in the Victoria v. Queensland match. Umpires for 

future First class matches were appointed but not named. Mr. Gray (University) requested a ruling for 

when a bowler broke down during an over in the last hour of play on the final day of a match. Pennant 

Committee to consider. 

 

      February 9, 1970. 

      The following venues were to be used for the V.C.A. Final matches – First XI Albert Ground, Second 

XI University, Third XI Ransford Oval. 

 

     June 8, !970.                      

      V.C.A.U.A. submitted report and statement on it’s lecturing activities and showing a Credit of $ 

121.52. Received and Umpires be thanked for their valued service. 

 

      July 13, !970. 

      Alteration to Experimental Law 46, Note 4(x), to read as follows – “ On each day of any match the 

Umpire shall indicate when one hour of playing time remains (according to the advertised hours of 

play). From that moment and providing the innings of the side batting first is not completed play will 

continue for a minimum of 120 balls or one hour. If the side batting first is dismissed before 6 p.m. on 

the first day, ordinary conditions shall prevail on that day. Recommendation passed on the casting 

vote of the Chairman. Mr. Tuttleby moved and Mr. Houston seconded that in all V.C.A. Pennant 

matches the 1st and 2nd XI pitches be covered. Following lengthy discussion the motion was defeated. 

 

      August 10, 1970. 

      Resolved the following expense allowances be made to players and umpires in International and 

Shield matches at M.C.G. $30.00 per match. 

 

      September 14, 1970. 

      On the motion of Mr. Steele, seconded by Mr. Parish it was resolved that bif the Pennant Committee 

thought fit it was at liberty to appoint Charles Elliott (English Umpire) to stand in Pennant matches 

and/or Shield matches. 

 

      October 12, 1970. 

       The following Umpires were appointed for First class matches – Victoria v. Western Australia – W. 

Smyth and K. Butler, Victoria v. M.C.C. – W. Smyth and R. Figgis, Victoria v. South Australia R. 

Figgis and J. Collins. 

 

      January 18, 1971. 

      Umpires J. Collins and W. Smyth were appointed for the V. & G. Knock-out final. 

       

      February 8, 1971. 

      The following grounds were approved for the V.C.A. Finals matches – First XI – Albert Ground, 

Second XI – University, Third XI – Ransford Oval. 

 

      March 15, 1971. 
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      V.C.A.U.A. advised of a visit by S. A. Umpires and requested grant to assist expenses. Noted and 

resolved that $ 200.00 be granted. 

 

      June 22, 1971. 

      Umpire’s fees for Season 1971-72 be paid for all Pennant matches – First XI $ 7.00, Second XI $6.75, 

Third XI $ 6.50. Revision of Pennant Rules – The following addition to the Rules were approved. 

Rule 40 – Add new paragraph (a) If a decision is reached in the final day of semi-finals within one 

hour of the scheduled close of play, play may cease if both Captains agree. Rule 41 – add new 

paragraph (c) If a decision is reached in the final day of finals within one hour of the scheduled close 

of play, play may cease if both Captains agree. 

 

      October 11, 1971. 

      Umpires W. Smyth and J. Collins were appointed to officiate in the match Victoria v. World XI. 

 

      November 8, 1971.       

      Pennant Committee reported that in the Footscray v. North Melbourne 3rd XI match North Melbourne 

fielded 12 men. No action taken, but umpires to be advised. Footscray v. University 3rd XI Umpires 

drew stumps at 5.45 p.m. with University 3 overs short of its allotted number. 

 

      March 21, 1972. 

      Australian Board of Control requested views of players and umpires to experimental laws 26 and 39. 

 

      April 17, 1972. 

      Letter from W. J. Smyth tendering resignation as umpire after 23 years of service together with the  

      offer to continue as Umpire’s advisor and to conduct the winter  lectures. Decided Mr. Smyth be  

      congratulated and thanked for his outstanding service and his offer to continue as Umpire’s advisor 

      be accepted. 

 

      July 17, 1972. 

      Moved and seconded that all district 1st and 2nd XI pitches be covered for season 1972-73. Following 

      lengthy discussion an amendment was moved that the V.C.A. appoint a special sub-committee to 

      investigate all aspects of covering pitches and report back to the full Association with a view to a   

      decision being made for season 1973-74. The amendment defeated the motion and was carried as the 

      substantive motion. 

 

      August 28, 1972. 

Mr. Parish advised the meeting that the Board would recommend a reversion to the front foot rule, 

adoption of the M.C.C. leg-bye deflection and means to ensure 120 balls were bowled in last hour of 

match. 

 

September 11, 1972.  

Recommended V.C.A. try out during season 1972-73 an award for the Cricketer who contributes most 

to District Cricket. 1st XI umpires to be asked to vote separately after each match on a 3, 2, 1 basis. 

Voting to be kept secret until end of season when a dinner will be held and a winner announced. 

Invitees will be all 1st XI umpires, selected players from all District clubs and members of the news 

media. 

 

November 13, 1972. 

V.C.A. umpires to be advised under what conditions a count-back takes place in V.C.A. K/O matches. 

 

January 15, 1973. 

Plans for the inaugural V.C.A. Cricketer of the Year Dinner were outlined, and delegates were 

requested to notify the Secretary by the next meeting of the members attending from each Club. It was 

recommended and approved that the V.C.A. award to the winner up o the value of $200.00 and a 

medal, to be called the Jack Ryder medal. 
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Pennant Committee reported on the increasing incidence of bad language and poor sportsmanship and 

foreshadowed possible amendments to rules re Shield players in District matches. 

 

February 12, 1973. 

Australian Board of Control wrote re proposed revision of the Laws of Cricket. Secretary to discuss 

this matter with Mr. W. J. Smyth , President V.C.A.U.A. 

The umpires in the Carlton v. Melbourne 1st XI match reported on the slow over rates, a refusal by 

Carlton to move sight boards and unnecessary swearing during the match. Both Mr. Tolhurst and Mr. 

Houston reported they would look into these complaints. Apanel of umpires for each of the 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd XI Finals was announced. 

 

March 19, 1973. 

Pennant Committee announced the appointment of W. J. Smyth to conduct the winter coaching course 

for umpires and conveyed the action  taken against a number of players reported by umpires.  

Mr. Bowtell reported on a meeting between the Pennant Committee and the panel of umpires selected 

for the finals, and re-iterated the Committee’s support of the umpires in the event of any reported 

incidents. 

 

April 9, 1973. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association requested grant towards its expenses of visiting Adelaide at Easter  to   

Play the S.A. Umpires for the Bob Crockett shield. Resolved  $ 200.00 be granted 

 

May 14, 1973. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association thanked V.C.A. for grant towards Interstate trip. 

 

August 27, 1973. 

Pennant Committee resolved “that the V.C.A. adopts the principle of covering pitches in  1st and 2nd 

XI matches during season 1973-74, in accordance  with the Pennant Committee’s report. 

 

September 10, 1973. 

Members of  the V.C.A. Umpires Associatios were available to conduct clinics and lectures explaining       

the laws of cricket. 

 

October 8, 1973. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association requested consideration be given to an increase in umpires’ fees for     

season 1973-74. Recommended and approved umpires be paid a flat rate of $8 per day to apply in 

both one day and two day matches, and in all grades of  the V.C.A. Competition and to take effect 

from Round 8 in this season. Mr. Parish sought the Association’s opinion on the idea of the V.C.A. 

paying umpires direct by cheque, and keeping a record of the amount for which each club was liable 

with the final balance being deducted from the annual dividend. Agreed the matter be deferred for 

consideration at the next meeting. 

 

November 12, 1973. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association applied for a grant to assist in financing country lecture trips.. 

Recommended and approved a grant of $200 be made. Eastern Suburban Churches C.A. wrote 

expressing appreciation for umpires coaching services by umpire, I. Stuart. 

 

December 10, 1973. 

Recommended and approved that Sheffield Shield allowances be increased to the following –Umpires 

$50.- These increases to be retrospective to the beginning of the 1973-74 Season. 

 

January 14, 1974. 

Cricketer of  the Year Dinner to be held on Wednesday March 13. The guest list to include all First XI 

umpires. Direct payment to V.C.A. Umpires – It was agreed that clubs continue to pay the umpires 
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themselves and that consideration be given by the Executive Committee to this matter prior to the 

1974-75 Season. 

 

February 11, 1974. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association requested separate changing facilities at District matches. The Clubs’ 

attention was drawn to Association policy determined years ago that separate changing rooms be 

provided for 1st and 2nd Eleven matches. This policy was reaffirmed.  

 

April 8, 1974. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association reported on umpire’s lecture visits during the past season and enclosed a 

financial statement of their Lecture account. Agreed a grant of $50 be paid to the V.C.A.U.A. to cover  

further expenses incurred this season. The Umpires’ Association are to be requested to submit a 

proposal covering activities in the 1974-75 season. 

Mr. Beitzel queried the Umpires’ action in not covering the 2nd XI pitch in the Final match when rain 

interrupted play and he also queried at what point the umpires were chosen for the Final match. Mr. 

Bowtell confirmed that the umpires were not selected until after reports had been received on their 

performance in  the Semi-final. 

 

May 4, 1974. 

V.C.A.U.A. forwarded a submission for Umpires lecture trips in country areas for Season 1974-75. A 

grant of $350.- was approved and consideration was to be given by the V.C.A. to any claim for 

broken windscreens arising from such lecture trips. 

 

August 12, 1974. 

A letter from the V.C.A.U.A. applying for  increased rates of pay as read. Mr. Parish  reported that the 

Melbourne Cricket Club had agreed to make available special tickets admitting to the Members’ 

Reserve (but not the Pavilion) for members of the V.C.A. Umpires’ panel. Approved that the daily 

rate be increased to $10 per day for all grades, two day and one day matches, in 1974-75,  and that 

these special tickets be made available to all members of the umpires’ panel. 

 

October 14, 1974. 

$350 to be granted to the V.C.A.U.A. for umpires’ training programmes. 

 

February 10, 1975. 

V.C.A.U.A. sought financial support for the Easter visit of the S.A.C.U.A. Approved that a grant of 

$250 be made to assist with the expenses of this visit. 

All First XI umpires to be included on the guest list to the Cricketer of the aYear Dinner. 

Following the calling of a player for throwing in a recent Second XI matc, the Committee requested 

the Umpires’ Advisor,  Mr. W. Smyth to look at the player and the two umpires concerned. 

 

April 14, 1975. 

At a Second XI match between Carlton and South Melbourne B. Denison (Carlton) was reported for 

misconduct for disputing both umpires’ decision re light appeal and their right to consider an appeal 

against the light from a batsman. The charge was found proved and the player received a severe 

reprimand and told the Committee took a dim view of disputing umpires’ decisions. A further report 

of using improper language was not proven. 

Thed umpires officiating in the Final match between Collingwood and Carlton had drawn the attention 

of the Association to the behaviour of Mr. H. Houston, President of the Carlton Cricket Club, during 

the match at the Albert Ground on Sunday 23rd March, 1975. Mr.Houston, in commenting on the 

matter, expressed his regret and gave an unreserved and complete apology to the President and the 

Association, but still reserved the right to make statements to the press. The apology was accepted and 

the matter was treated as closed. 

 

August 11, 1975. 
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The Pennant Committee discussed the appointment of Females to the Umpires Panel  and thre 

members have an open mind at present with one member in opposition to the idea. The Pennant 

Committee report was received. 

 

September 8, 1975. 

Recommended that umpires’ fees for all grades of District cricket, both one day and two day matches 

be $11.00 per day and the fee for semi-final and final matches be $12.50 per day. The Melbourne 

Cricket Club had agreed that members of the Umpires Panel could purchase visitors tickets for 

matches at the M.C.G. Fees for Sheffield Shield Umpires were approved as $60.00 per match. 

Members of the Pennant Committee accepted an invitation from the V.C.A. Umpires’ Association to 

attend their September meeting.   

 

October 13, 1975. 

The Pennant Committee drew the V.C.A. Umpires’ Association attention to Law 46 Note 1 and had 

directed members of the V.C.A. Umpires Panel to stand at all times at square leg unless the Umpire’s 

vision was obstructed in which case Law 46 Note 1 should be applied. Mr. Gray (Northcote) advised 

that his club  wanted First XI umpires to be paid at a higher rate than Second, Third and Fourth XI 

umpires. The Chairman advised that the V.C.A. Umpires’ Association favoured uniform Umpires fees 

for all games. Nothcote club also wanted a District or Sub-district umpire to officiate at all 

W.J.Dowling Competition matches. The Executive Committee would give consideration to this 

suggestion. 

 

November 10, 1975. 

It was reported that several resignations had been received from Umpires and that the Panel had been 

reduced to 67 Umpires. 

 

December 8, 1975. 

Pennant Committee were acting on Umpire’s reports of Ringwood v. Carlton 2nds – under prepared 

pitch, Northcote v. University 3rds – condition of ground, Essendon v. Melbourne 1sts – condition of 

pitch, Ringwood v. Carlton 4ths – abusive language by players an Prahran v. South Melbourne 4ths – 

incorrect marking of pitcThe Pennant Committee was receiving comments from Umpires on player behaviour, 

which the Committee believed were reportable offences. As a consequence the Committee instructed the V.C.A. 

Umpires Advisor that a tougher line was required as the Committee can only act on a report not on Umpires 

comments. 

 

January 12, 1976. 

Execurive Committee decided that Umpires for the two group finals of the W. J. Dowling 

Competition should be supplied by the Associationat its expense rather than by the competing Clubs. 

The Pennant Committee reported that following umpires reports on the condition of the Ringwood 

ground it had been inspected and found to be up to the standard required for District Cricket. The 

Umpires’ Association has been requested to carry out the Pennant Committee wishes that the drinks 

should be taken at 5.00 p.m. and not before as a step to preventing unnecessary time wasting prior to 

the commencement of the 15 overs in the last hour of play. 

Two umpires had indicated their availability to umpire Country Week matches. 

 

February 9, 1976. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association expressed concern at bthe delays in acknowledgement of signals from 

scorers in Third and Fourth XI matches, Delegates were requested to take this matter back to their 

Clubs for attention. 

 

May 10, 1976. 

Mr. Loxton reported that following a letter of complaint from University Captain J. Hendry, the 

Pennant Committee had sought and obtained reports from both Umpires officiating in a match 

between University and Carlton First XIs. The Pennant Committee had determined that a copy of 

Hendry’s letter be sent to the Carlton C.C. with the comment that they considered there was a correct 
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procedure for protesting against Pennant Rules and that the Carlton Captain K. Stackpole should be so 

informed by the Carlton C.C. Mr. Houston (Carlton) queried whether the Pennant Committee had 

sought Mr. Stackpole’s views. Mr. Loxton replied that the Pennant Committeehad left the matter with 

the Carlton C.C. for action with its 1st XI captain. Mr. Houston expressed great concern at the tone of 

the Pennant Committee letter to the Carlton C.C. 

 

August 9, 1976. 

Letter from V.C.A. Umpires Association requesting consideration be given to the fees paid in District 

Cricket. Received, recommended and approved that in view of the extension of hours of play for 

District Cricket the fees for first-round matches be increased to $14.00 per day for both one-day and 

two-day matches.. Allowances  for Sheffield Shield umpires increased to $70.00 per match. 

 

October 11, 1976. 

The Australian Cricket Board expressed concern at the increased incidence of bowlers requesting a 

change of balls during first class matches and the possibility that some of these requests may be purely 

gamesmanship. The Secretary was requested to advise Victorian umpires and the State captain. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association sought financial assistance for thr Association’s visit to Adelaide during 

1977. Recommended and approved that a grant of $400.00 be made to the Umpires’ Association. 

Recommended and approved that allowances for Sheffield Shield be increased to $ 80.00 per match. 

Use of covers – “30 minutes before the scheduled time of commencement of play te umpires shall 

assume sole control. Covers shall not be used after play commences on either day.” 

Recommendation of the Executive Committee to present souvenir medallions to all players, umpires 

and some officials participating in the Centenary Test was approved. 

 

December 13, 1976. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association wrote advising details of their proposed Cricket Personality of the 

Year Dinner. It was recommended and approved that no objection be raised but that the Association 

cannot commit Clubs to support this event. If the event is to be sponsored at any time, it is essential 

that the V.C.A. should be consulted so there is no clash of interest. It would be better in future years if 

this dinner were held in early December so as not to detract from the Ryder Medal Dinner; and the 

dinner must not be promoted as an official V.C.A. function. 

Recommended and approved that a grant of $400.00 be paid to the Umpires’ Association for the 

conduct of Umpires lecture nights. 

 

January 10, 1977. 

The Pennant Committee was receiving comments from umpire on player behaviour which the 

Committee believed were reportable offences. As a consequence the Committee instructed the V.C.A. 

Umpires Association that a tougher line was required as the Committee can only act on a report and 

not on Umpire’s comments. 

 

February 14, 1977. 

Pennant Committee reported that player G. Hamid (Footscray) had been reported for striking in the 

Northcote v. Footscray  Third XI match and had been suspended by the Committee until the end of 

season 1976/77; that a Richmond player had worn coloured Adadis boots and that the club had been 

advised that this was not regulation equipment; that umpires Carmody and Copeland had been 

appointed to the Victoria v. Queensland match, and umpires Isherwood and Whitehead had been 

appointed for the W.J.Dowling Final.. 

 

July 9, 1977. 

Motions to make the use of covers compulsory for all First and Second XI matches were lost. 

 

September 12, 1977. 

Recommended and approved that Umpire’s fees for District Cricket be increased by $2 to $16.00 per 

day for season 1977-78. This to apply for one and two day matches (all elevens). 
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October 10, 1977. 

The V.C.A. received a letter from the Australian Cricket Board inviting application from Umpires 

with Test experience who are interested in officiating in the U.K. in 1978. 

Recommended and approved that Umpires allowances for 1977-78 season be $100.00 per match. 

A grant of $400.00 was made to the V.C.A. Umpires’ Association to cover Umpires Lectures. 

 

December 12, 1977. 

Mr. Bowtell expressed concern at the falling numbers of umpires on the District Panel and warned that 

some clubs would be required to provide one umpire in some 4th XI matches during the remaider of  

the season. He asked that all clubs give particular attention to their players’ attitude to umpires, and 

further to the question of recruiting ex-players to the Umpires panel. 

 

February 13, 1978. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association requested cosideration be given to an additional payment for 

umpires who officiate at both ends, 

Umpires report. Mr. Parish read the umpires’ report on Mr. J Chambers, coach of Waverley C.C. 

arising from round 10. It was noted that the report alleged Mr. Chambers had been openly critical of 

the umpires of a particular decision during the match and that, after being suitably warned, the 

umpires had seen fit to submit a report on his behaviour. Recommended and approved that a letter be 

sent to Waverley C.C. expressing concern and requesting that action be taken to avoid recurrence of 

this situation; and that the umpires be suitably informed of the action  taken. Mr Jobling (Waverley) 

advised that the Committee had taken action on behalf of the Club and that they regretted the incident. 

Mr. Bowtell advised the appointment of umpires for the Victoria v Queensland match and expressed 

the Committee’s concern at the shortage of umpires for District cricket. He also reported that 

comments had been received from umpires regarding the excessive wetness of the Carlton C.G.  Mr. 

Houston (Carlton) reported this had only happened on one occasion and he apologised for  that 

occurrence. Mr. Bowtell read a number of comments from recent umpires’ reports relating to the way 

in which matches were conducted, and he requested that Clubs seek an improvement. 

 

March 20, 1978. 

The V.C.A. Umpires’ Association forwarded the results of a survey of their members 

 

June 12, 1978` 

It was suggested that the Pennant Committee should call the Captains together each year to instruct 

them to improve their attitude to umpires and to spped up over rates. Mr. Bowtell reported on the 

difficulty the Association was experiencing in retaining umpires each year and that an improved 

attitude by Captains and players to umpires was necessary. He also suggested that clubs should 

approach retiring players to suggest they take up umpiring. 

 

Augusr 14, 1978. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association advised that its current sets of instructional slides are worn out, and 

sought V.C.A. financial assistance for the preparation of several new sets of slides. Recommended and 

approved that a grant of $100.00 be made to the V.C.A.U.A. for this purpose. The V.C.A.U.A. also 

advised of the staging of an Umpires’ Seminar for members of the District Panel on 24 th September, 

1978 and sought financial assistance. Recommended and approved that a grant of up to $525.00 be 

made to the V.C.A.U.A. for this purpose. 

Mr. Bowtell reported that advice had been received that at present there were 79 umpires on the 

District Panel for 1978-79 and that the memebers of the Pennant Committee had been invited to 

attend the V.C.A.U.A. meeting to he held on 19th September, 1978. 

 

October 9, 1978. 

Umpires Review Sub-Committee. Mr. Parish gave details on the formation of the Sub-Committee. 

The following recommendations from the Sub-Committee were considered by the Association:- 

1. That a V.C.A. Umpires Liaison Committee be formed consisting of the following five members:- 

One member from the V.C.A. Executive Committee (Chairman), Two members from the V.C.A. 
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Pennant Committee and Two members from the V.C.A. Umpires Association. Plus the Secretary 

and Umpires Advisor (Ex-officio).  

2. That the V.C.A. purchase ties and badges for the V.C.A. Umpires Association at an initial cost of 

approximately $400.00. 

3. Coaching of Umpires 

3.1 V.C.A. to appoint umpires advisor annually, and to be suitably recompensed. 

3.2  The umpires advisor, V.C.A. Umpires Liaison Committee, and the State Director of 

Coaching draw up an Umpires Coaching programme as thought necessary. 

3.3  Umpires Coaches attending country areas to be paid out-of-pocket expenses. 

3.4   Urgent consideration be given to providing either Audio Visual equipment or slides to assist 

coaches when giving lectures. 

3.5  Illustrated literature also be provided. 

3.6  All Cricket Associations (including V.C.C.L.) be advised of coaching assistance available, 

and that lectures could be given in city and country areas in conjunction with player coaching 

clinics in various zones. 

3.7  Umpires be encouraged to attend pre-season Club practices. 

3.8  School children not interested in being cricket participants be encouraged to take up 

umpiring. (Refer  to clause 2). 

3.9   Consideration be given to the holding of  specific classes, for the purpose of coaching. 

4. 4.1  Appointment of all umpires (including Sheffield Shield) be made by the Pennant Committee,     

not the Liaison committee. 

4.2 There be a panel of 80 umpires for District cricket. 

4.3  District umpires receive appointments in advance for two matches instead of at present one. 

4.4  Senior umpires be appointed to officiate in 3rd and 4th eleven matches during the year on a 

roster system. This would assist and encourage younger umpires. 

4.5  The present format of the form used by District Captains for reports on umpires     

performances be revised, and that some ideas in the V.J.C.A. report form be included.  

5.    5.1   Remuneration for  the 1978-79 season be $16.00 per day. 

       5.2   Umpires Retirement Benefit Scheme be introduced. The scheme to be financed by V.C.A. at   

               cost of $2,000.00 per annum and introduced for season 1978/79. 

5.3 Out of pocket expenses to be paid when umpires are attending country areas for coaching. 

5.4 Umpires on the District Panel to receive the present allocation of tickets to first class games, 

except for M.C.C. members who are ineligible. 

5.5  Cosideration be given to umpires holding Honorary tickets to first class games, being able 

to purchase one  extra ticket for wives etc., on production of the Honorary ticket, and this to 

be subject to approval from the Melbourne Cricket Club. 

All the above recommendations were carried unanimously. 

Mr. John Edwards then asked why it was not recommended that consideration be given to also 

allocating tickets to first class matches to Life members of the V.C.A. Umpires Association. Mr..  

Parish replied that the Executive Committee believed tickets should be available to active members. 

Mr. Parish then moved that a vote of thanks`be recorded to the members of the Umpires Sub-

Committee for their report. 

Umpires Panel 1978/79. Mr. Bowtell reported that at present the panel consisted of 75 members. 

Umpires Seminar. The Secretary gave a detailed report on the recent Umpires’ Seminar which he 

attended as one of the guest speakers and stated that he was impressed by the commitment of the 

Umpires. He stated that the main point arising out of the seminar was that umpires are continually 

looking for feedback from the V.C.A. and to achieve thisthe onus is on the clubs to get their captains 

to provide constructive reports on umpires. 

 

November 13, 1978. 

Recommended and approved that a grant of $850.00 be made to the V.C.A. Umpires’ Association. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee. Mr. Parish reported that initially Messrs. Jack Edwards and 

P.Williams  had been elected to represent the Executive Committee on the Umpires Liaison Sub-.  

Committee. He reported that Mr. Williams will eventually assume the role of Chairman of the Sub-

Committee and thus be the Executives’ sole representative. 
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Mr. Bowtell reorted that Messrs. R. Bailhache and K. Carmody were appointed to officiate in the sir 

Robert Menzies Memorial Match. 

 

December 11, 1978. 

P. Smith  (Prahran) reported for indecent langusge and intimidatory tactics; suspended for two rounds. 

 Messrs. R. Bowtell and H. Nunn were elected as representatives to the Umpires’ Liaison Sub-

Committee. 

Umpires appointments made as follows:- V.CV.A. Colts v Schools No 1. – T. Jackson and B. 

Robertson. V.C.C.L. Colts v Schools No 2. – A. Farrow and A. Corby. Emergencies – G Thies and 

P.Rowan.  

K. Montgomery ( South Melbourne) reported for continually harassing the batsmen with abusive 

language. Suspended for one round. 

      Appointment of Umpires  - Victoria v New South Wales R. Bailhache and W. Copeland appointed; if 

Bailhache appointed to second Test in Perth (as was the case) then R. Isherwood replaces him in the 

Victoria v New South Wales game. 

Umpires reports to Round 6 were perused and discussed; the Pennant Committee were deeply 

concerned at the condition of facilities at Fitzroy C.G., in particular the scoreboard facilities, i.e. the 

scores are being hung on a cyclone wire fence. 

 

January 15, 1979. 

Pennant Committee advised that S. Cowley (H.E.M.C.C.) was reported by umpire K. Kones for 

continued use of abusive language. He was found guilty and suspended for one match, being Round 9. 

The Committee decided to inform both Ringwood  and North Melvourne clubs of the details of the 

Umpires Reports which listed the following players as being involved in a number of disruptions to 

the Round 8 match between their clubs – viz, J. Ward P. Cox J. Collins (all N.M.) and R. Tomlinson 

and S. Christie (Ringwood). 

 

February 12, 1979. 

Letter received from the V.C.A.U.A. advising that during Easter this year their Association will again 

be hosting their South Australian colleagues in their Bi-Annual Bob Crockett Shield cricket mtch and 

seeking some assistance with the expenses involved in the week-end activities. Recommended and 

approved that a contribution of $500.00 be made towards the expenses for the week-end. 

Recommended and approved that Mr. W. Smyth  be appointed as Umpires Advisor for season 

1978/79, at a fee to be determined. The matter to be left in the hands of the Executive Committee. 

 

March 19, 1979. 

Letter from V.C.A.U.A. advising that Mr. K. Millard will be retiring as Honorary Secretary after this 

season. Left in the hands of the Secretary for an appropriate letter of thanks to be sent to Mr. Millard. 

Umpire Douglas Wilson – North Melbourne v. Waverley 1st XI. Mr. Bowtell reported that Mr. Wilson 

had expressed an objection to the manner in which the North Melbourne captain, John Ward openly 

displayed his report on the umpires to local spectators and players wives at the completion of the 

above game. Mr. Bowtell reported that Mr. Wilson was upset that the confidentiality between the 

captain and the V.C.A. was not being maintained by the North Melbourne captain. The Pennant 

Committee agreed to correspond with  the N.M.C.C. on this matter and also brought the matter to the 

attention of the North Melbourne C.C. delegates. 

Mr. Bowtell reported that correspondence had been received from the V.C.A.U.A. informing the 

V.C.A. of the suspensions of some members of the V.C.A.U.A. because of continued non-attendance 

at the Association’s meetings. 

 

Aprl 9, 1979. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee. Mr. Parish reported that oe of the recommendstions to emerge from 

this Committee was for the payment of an Honorarium to the V.C.A. Umpires Advisor and as such it 

was recommended and approved that an Honorarium of $ 500.00 be paid to Mr. W. Smyth for the 

work that he does in the interests of District Cricket.  
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May 14, 1979. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee. Nr. Parish reported tha a recommendation had been received from 

This Sub-Committee that a live in coaching clinic for cricket umpires should be held in the near future.  

Topics to be covered at the clinic would include the Laws of Cricket, techniques, fitness requirements, 

teaching methods, relationship to players etc and participation in this initial clinic would be on an 

invitee basis from the V.C.A.U.A., Sub-District umpires and umpires from major metropolitan and 

country areas. The total costs involved in the staging of such a clinic would be approximately 

$2,000.00, covering accommodation and meals, printing of instruction material, hire of aids, lecturers 

fees and sundry administration costs, and as such it was recommended and approved that after the 

initial payment of a registration fee of  $20 by participants, that the V.C.A. bear all other costs in 

relation to the live in clinic to be held for cricket umpires. Total cost to be borne by the Association 

being approximately $1,100.00. 

 

August 13, 1979. 

District Umpires Allowances. The Executive Committee had considered thoroughly the matter of 

District Allowances and it was recommended and approved that District Umpires fees for 1979-80 be 

increased by $2.00 to $18.00 per day in all Elevens and for both one day and two day matches. 

 

September 10, 1979. 

Allowances 1979-80. Sheffield Shield Umpires $100.00 per match..  Umpires allowances - District 

umpires umpiring at both ends $22.50 per day. Colts v. Schools $20.00, W. J. Dowling Final $20.00 

District Finals $22.50.  

 

October 8, 1979. 

V.C.A.U.A. advised of a July resolution that the V.C.A. be asked to consider an increase in District 

umpires fees from $18.00 to $24.00 in view of the increased costs of equipment and transportation 

together with the unfavourable comparison of umpires fees paid by the V.C.A. in relation to Junior 

Associations. Mr. Mitchell clarified the position of umpire payments in the C.U.O.V. and atated that 

the recommended fee is $14.00 per day per umpire. It was subsequently recommended and approved 

that there be no change from the previous resolution which increased V.C.A. umpires fees for 1979-80 

to $18.00. 

 It was recommended that Mr. W. Smyth be re-appointed as Umpires Advisor for Season 1979-80 

with an Honorarium of $500.00. 

 

November 12, 1979. 

Country week Umpires to have right to determine  whether play should proceed in bad weather  but 

that the Curators advices should be sought and Umpires understand the need to protect centres from 

excessive damage.  

 

December 10, 1979. 

Following the report of Mr. J. Chambers of Waverley C. C.  the Pennant Committee advised that “ 

Mr. Chambers action in apologising be accepted on the basis that an apology had been given to the 

umpires concerned.  

 

January 14, 1980. 

The Secretary reported that as a result of his discussion with the Taxation Department a straight 

deduction of 32% would be adopted for payments to all players and umpires participating in first class 

cricket in Victoria this year. 

 

February 11, 1980. 

Mr. Gray stated that the new re-codified Laws of Cricket were now available and the the V.C.A. 

would be ordering enough copies to supply members of the V.C.A. Umpires Association, District and 

Sub-district Clubs and affiliated bodies.  

Cricketer of the Year Dinner.  Approved that the guest list include all umpires who have officiated in 

First Eleven cricket this season. 
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Mr. Bowtell reported that comments had been received from an Umpire and subsequently forwarded 

to the South Melbourne Cricket Club in relation to the South Melbourne C.C. 3rd XI captain. 

 

March 17, 1980. 

Umpires’ Liaison Sub- Committee. Mr. Jack Edwards reported on a number of matter arising out of a 

meeting held on 25th February, 1980, the most important being the establishment of an Umpires’ 

Provident Fund, which h stated was being investigated by an actuary. It was recommende and 

approved that agreement in principle be given to the idea of an umpires’ retirement fund on the 

assumption that the annual cost to the Association would be in the vicinity of  $2,000.- 

 

April 14, 1980. 

A.C.B. enclosed a copy of the new Laws of Cricket. Approved that approximately 100 copies be 

distributed free of charge to all District Umpires. 

Umpires’ Liaison Sub-Committee. Approved that the period of appointment of the V.C.A. Umpires’ 

Advisor be from 1st May 1980 to 30th April 1981 and that in this regard Mr. W.  Smyth be appointed 

with an honorarium of $ 600.-. 

 

May 12, 1980. 

Mr. Parish advised that Mr. Bill Smyth had done a considerable amount of work in reviewing the 

suggested Re-Codified Laws originally, and subsequently in preparing a guide to the variations. A 

motion was carried “that the Association record its appreciation of the work done by Mr. Smyth in 

advising the A.C.B. and V.C.A. regarding the 1980 Re-Codification of the Laws of Cricket. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association agreed to meet costs to the extent of $300.- towards a seminar for 

Country Umpires to be held at Ballarat on 24th and 25th May. 

 

June 9, 1980. 

Rules revision 1980/81. 25 proposals for changes to the rules were submitted. 11 of these were 

submitted by Mr. W.J.Smyth and all were carried. Of the 14 submitted by clubs only 2 were carried. 

 

July 14, 1980. 

Umpires Fees. A submission had been received from the V.C.A.U.A. and discussed in great detail by 

the Umpires’  Liaison  Committee. In its proposal the V.C.A.U.A. requested an increase in fees for 

Season 1980/81 of $ 10 from $18 to $28 per day. Mr. Parish stated that it was impossible to 

compensate the umpires for their erts and that many District Clubs could just not afford that increase. 

Mr. Jack Edwards stated that the Umpires’ Liaison Sub-committee had discussed this in great detail 

and informed the V.C.A.U.A.  members of the Sub-committee of the enormous effortsthat would be 

required by largely honorary officials and amateur players if the proposed increase was granted. It was 

subsequently recommended and approved that District Umpire’s fess be increased for season 1980/81 

by $2 to $20 per day. 

The V.C.A.U.A. were requested to advise of any umpires who would be able to officiate in W. J. 

Dowling matches during January 1981. 

 

September 8, 1980. 

Messrs. R. Bowtell and H. Nunn were re-appointed as the Pennant Committee’s representatives on the 

V.C.A. Umpires’ Liaison Sub-Committee. 

 

October 13, 1980. 

A.C.B. advised details of a meeting held on 1st October between the Panel of Umpires appointed by 

the A.C.B. to 1980-81 Test and One-day International matches and the State and Australian captains. 

Recommended and approved that a magnetic type board on which all names of  District umpires can 

be placed and rotated be purchased at a cost of $69.60. This would greatly assist both Messrs. Price 

and Smyth in recording the various umpires appointments. 

Recommended and approved that Sheffield Shield umpires allowances be $120.- per match with 

appropriate 20% increases also being granted to scoreres and room attendants; that allowances for the 

Colts be 50% of the Sheffield rate. 
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November 10, 1980. 

The V.C.A.U.A. requested that consideration be given to the supply of additional chairs in the V.C.A. 

Board room. It was approved that an additional 12 stack-up chairs be purchased at the best available 

price. The V.C.A.U.A. also suggested that if there was enough interest a seminar could be held 

between members of the Umpires’ Association and District Club Captains (from all elevens) to 

improve their knowledge of the new Laws of Cricket. This matter was left in the hands of the 

Secretary to write and provide details to Club Secretaries. 

It was recommended and approved that Mr. W. Smyth  be appointed as Umpires advisor for Season 

1980-81 with an Honorarium of $ 600.-. 

 

December 8, 1980. 

V.C.A.U.A. requested additional funds to carry out lectures throughout the 1980-81 season. 

Recommended and approved that a grant of $ 500.- be made for this purpose. 

Mr. Parish reported that there were no specific recommendations arising from the last meeting of the 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee and as such he outlined briefly what the Committee had discussed – 

recruitment of umpires,; Umpires Provident Fund;  the matter of  appointment of umpires for 

International matches played in country zones; conditions at Third XI and Fourth XI grounds. 

 

January 12, 1981. 

Pennant Committee reported regarding the scores as recorded in the Carlton v. Northcote 1st XI march 

played on November 29th/ December 6th, 1980. Mr. Bowtell summarised the Umpires Report on this 

match which stated “that the match resulted in a tie because Carlton deliberately allowed the Northcote 

batsmen to obtain an extra run to level the scores”. He said that the Pennant Committee was 

disappointed in the Umpires Report in that it did not elaborate further on this matter. Mt. Bowtell 

stated that in arriving at a decision the Committee had thoroughly examined the Laws of Cricket and 

the V.C.A. Pennant Rules for 1980/81 and that a constant thought in the minds of the members of the 

Committee in considering this matter was contained in the Laws in that the Laws of Cricket have 

stood remarkably well the test of time and that the reason for this is that cricketers have “traditionally 

been prepared to play in the spirit of the game, as well as in accordance with the Laws.” Mr. Bowtell 

stated that this mention of the spirit of the game was covered in Law 42 relating to unfair play where it 

was stated that  “the Captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is coducted within the 

spirit of the game as well as within the Laws”. Mr. Bowtell stated that after very  thorough discussion 

the Committee had decided that no points be awarded to either side in this match. He then related to 

the meeting the actions taken by players participating in the match which led to a “contrived finish”.    

Mr. Bowtell stated that this decision had been made for the good of the game of cricket and that he 

shuddered to think what might happen if this type of incident was allowed to continue which allowed 

contrived finishes to cricket matches. 

Mr. Houston (Carlton) stated that he was amazed at the decision of the Pennant Committee. He said 

that he had the highest personal regard for each member of  the Committee, but in this case the 

Committee had glossed over too many relevant things relating to the match. He then read a letter 

forwarded to the V.C.A. by him relating to this matter. He stated that nowhere in the rules of the 

Association is authority given to the Pennant Committee to not give points on a matter such as this. He 

stated that he believed that if Messrs. Numa and Bowtell  were precluded from sitting on the first 

meeting of the Pennant Committee  then that meeting was abortive as he believed that all members of 

the Pennant Committee are equally involved in the final decision as the Carlton and Northcote Clubs. 

He then asked the question as to who has the right to adjudicate on this matter stating that his club 

would certainly appeal against any decision of the Pennant Committee or of the Association. Mr. 

Houston then referred to notes relating to instructions to umpires and scorers on page 40 of the 

Pennant Rules which state that “ in accepting the scores as notified by the scorers and agreed by the 

umpires, the captains of both sides therefore accept the result. Mr. Houston summarised by stating that 

he was terribly disappointed in the Pennant Committee as it had not even made a decision as to 

whether the match was a draw or a tie. 

In reply Mr. Bowtell informed the Association that the first meeting of the Committee was not 

abortive as he, as Chairman, ruled that he and Mr. Numa could sit on the Committee at the meeting. 

At the meeting on 11th January, 1981 all the members of the Committee were present (except for Mr. 
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Murray) for discussions on this matter. Mr. Merriman stated that in examining Pennant Rule 23 he 

tended to agree with Mr. Houston and that the conditions for an appeal seemed to be in order. 

Mr. Parish stated that it is not the umpires duty to determine the result of the match rather it is their 

duty to attest to the scored of the match; the result is determined by the rules of the Association. 

Mr. Mann supported the decision of the Pennant Committee by stating that it was not good for the 

game of cricket to have contrived results. 

Mr. Gray stated that the Pennant Rules were rather cofusing as to whether matshes were drawn or tied 

and that he believed any accusation in regard to the result of the match in question being contrived was 

ill-founded in that any agreement between the Captains was immaterial. He stated that personally he 

believed that if a match finished with the scores level then it should be declared a tie and 3 points 

given to both teams. He also queried  whether or not receipt of the Pennant committee’s report would 

also mean that it was adopted?. 

The President stated that under the Articles of Association this matter fell within the province of the 

Pennant Committee and that an appeal against any decision of the Committee was open to any Club 

and that such an appeal would be heard by the Association. He stated that in this instance there would 

be no need for a $10.- deposit to accompany the appeal. 

Mr. Houston stated that he could not agree with the President’s  decision that this matter fell within the 

province of the Pennant Committee and he referred to Pennant Rule 23 relating to emergency rulings. 

The President informed Mr. Houston that he had fully used the allowable time for Delegates to speak 

upon  any motion or amendment (by-law 37). 

The President then informed the meeting that the procedure for which an appeal was to be heard was 

clearly laid down at a meeting of the Association on 24th June, 1974. 

It was subsequently moved Mr. Beitzel, seconded Mr. Mann  that the Pennant Committee’s Report be 

received. This motion was carried unanimously. 

  

February 9th, 1981. 

V.C.A. Umpires’ Association applied for a grant for the bi-annual match between the V.C.A.U.A. and 

the South Australian Cricket Umpires’ Association. Recommended and approved that a grant of 

$750.- be made to the V.C.A.U.A. 

Additional Rule Underarm Bowling – No bowler may deliver the ball underarm. The Umpire shall 

call and signal “No Ball” should a ball be so delivered.  

Mr. Bowtell stated that after the “underarm” bowling incident at the M.C.G. on 1st Febraury, 1981 and 

after consultation with the V.C.A. Umpies’Advisor, he had instructed clubs and umpires of the 

following ruling: “underarm bowling shall not be permitted in V.C.A. matches. Failure by a bowler to 

heed this instruction shall be regarded as unfair, in the same manner as failure to notify a change in the 

mode of delivery, and will be called a no-ball (i.e. Rule 24.1). 

Mr. Bowtell stated that the Pennant Committee had again considered the matter of the disputed result 

in the Northcote v. Carlton First XI game and had compiled a detailed report on the matter to be 

discussed under General Business at the Association meeting. 

After a lengthy debate the appeal by the Carlton C.C. against the decision of the Pennant Committee 

not to award points in the Carlton v. Northcote First XI match was subsequently upheld by a vote of 

31 to 3. Subsequent to this decision it was moved Mr. Bowtell seconded Mr. Murray that the 

Northcote v. Carlton First XI match be declared a draw. 

Mr. Houston stated that his Club wished to appeal against this decision of the Pennant Committee and 

would do so in the format as laid down by the Association. It was agreed that the matter of the appeal 

be deferred until the March meeting of the Association. 

 

March 16, 1981. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee. Mr. Parish reported that the Sub-Committee had received an 

actuarial report on the proposed umpires retirement benefit scheme which showed that the scheme 

would be workable with an annual income of approx. $2,000.-.He stated that the precise details of the 

scheme were now under consideration. Mr. Parish also reported that the V.C.A.U.A. had requested 

that they be grouped together at the Ryder Medal Dinner rather than spread with representatives of the 

various Clubs and this suggestion had been agreed to. 
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Mr. Bowtell reported that the Pennant Committee was becoming extremely concerned at the number 

of incidents occurring of misconduct in players dislodging bails/stumps after decisions had been given 

against them by umpires. 

 

April 13, 1981. 

Recommended and approved that Mr. W. J. Smyth be appointed to the position of V.C.A. Umpires 

Advisor for the period 1st Mat 1981 to 30th April 1982 with an Honorarium of $ 600.-. 

 

July 13, 1981. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-committee. Mr. Edwards reported that the Executive Committee had received a 

final report from the Sub-committee on the Umpires Retirement Benefit Scheme and it was 

subsequently recommended and approved that the scheme proceed with an initial contribution from 

the V.C.A. of $ 2,000.-. Mr. Maddocks reminded delegates that the level of credit for the scheme 

dates back to 1979-80 when initial discussions on the proposed scheme took place. The Chairman 

stated that the scheme would be self financing and that credits would be made purely on Victorian 

matches. It was also recommended and approved that an amount of up to $ 500.- be allowed for a 

proposed umpires seminar to be staged in Bendigo in August, similar to a seminar which was staged 

for the benefit of umpires last year. 

The Umpires’ Association were consulted in discussions on the matter of penalties for slow over rates 

and it was noted that umpires would be the sole judges on which side was responsible for the 

minimum number of overs not being bowled within the specified time. 

 Mr. Tobin stated his club believed the primary responsibility for achieving the required number of 

overs rested with the bowling side and that it did not believe the umpires should be the sole judge as to 

which side was responsible for the minimum number of overs not being bowled. 

Mr. Bowtell stated that the penalties would apply in all grades and that the V.C.A. Umpires Advisor 

had been consulted on this matter and he was quite happy for it to apply in the lower elevens, even 

though many of the umpires may be inexperienced in these elevens. 

 

August 10, 1981. 

A minutes silence was observed in memory of  Mr. R. Figgis (former umpire). 

The Pennant Committee recommended the use of covers in all First and Second XI games and laid 

down certain procedures including (a)  The umpires shall assume sole control 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled starting time of play and make all decisions regarding the use of covers after this time (b) 

After play has commenced the covers may be used as directed by the umpires. Should the umpires 

decide that the covers be used during the course of the match then it will be the responsibility of both 

competing teams to assist with any labour required. 

 

September 14, 1981. 

Recommended and approved that the following allowances apply for the coming season. Sheffield 

Shield Umpires - $ 130.- per match, Scorers and room attendants/masseurs $ 110.- per match, District 

Umpires - $ 22.- per Saturday and $ 27.50 for finals, Dowling Shield finals $ 22.-. 

Mr. Nunn  and Mr. Bowtell were re-appointed as Pennant Committee representatives on the Umpires 

Liaison Sub-committee.  

 

February 8, 1982 

Pennant Committee reported that the Sk. Kilda C.C. had lodged a complaintregarding the imposition 

of a penalty of 0.2 premiership points for failing to obtain the required over rate and the Committee 

had decided that it could not overturn thedecision of the umpires on this matter as under Rule 16.6 the 

umpires are the sole judges of such penalties. 

A Pennant Committee decision to deduct 6  Premiership points from Prahran was regarded by the 

Prahran Club as considerable work had been done on their Third XI ground in an effort to have it fir 

for play this season. Mr. Crawford asked if any Umpires  had been present at the Pennant Committee 

meeting and whether in fact any Pennant Committee member physically saw the condition of the 

ground in question. Mr. Bowtell in reply stated that the Pennant Committee adjucated on the umpires 
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report which stated that the ground was unfit for play. He then read the Umpires Report to the meeting 

which gave a clear explanation in the umpires eyes as to the condition of the ground. 

 

March 15, 1982. 

It was agreed that Umpires fees should be set at $ 27.50 for the Finals series. 

Mr. Bowtell advised that player K. Watts, North Melbourne had been reported for misconduct. 

Submissions were taken from the player and Umpires concerned and after much consideration, the 

Committee had found player Watts guilty of misconduct and abusive behaviour and he was suspended 

for one match being Round 14. 

 

April 19, 1982. 

V.C.A. Umpires’ Advisor. It was recommended and approved that Mr. W. Smyth be re-appointed as 

the V.C.A. Umpires’Advisor with an honorarium of $ 750.-. The appointment would operate from 1st 

May 1982 to 30th April, 1983. 

 

May 11, 1982. 

Umpires’ Liaison Sub-Committee Mr. Gray reported that the V.C.A. Umpires Association had made 

application for assistance to conduct an Umpires’ Seminar at Latrobe University during Ausust. It was 

recommended and approved that the V.C.A. subsidise the seminar to a maximum total of $ 1,000.-. It 

was also recommended and approved that an amount of $ 104.61 be paid to the V.C.A.U.A. Lecture 

Account as reimbursement of ecpenses. 

 

August 9, 1982. 

Mr.  Edwards advised that at least for the start of the season, no decisions in which umpires faetured, 

i.e. Run-outs, Stumpings, L.B.W’s, Caught behinds would be replayed on the Matrix Board. Owever, 

this matter would be reviewed throughout the season. 

 

August 30, 1982. 

A minutes silence was observed in memory of Mr. George Hele (former Test Umpire0 who had died 

since the previous meeting. 

 

September 13, 1982. 

The allowances to be paid to Umpires for Season 1982-83 were set at $ 25.- per day for home and 

away matches and $ 30.- per day for finals. Payments for Sheffield Shield matches had been increased 

from $ 32.50 to $ 35.- per day. Payments to scorers, masseurs and other ancillary staff was to be 

increased in the same proportion. 

 

October 11, 1982. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association expressed its appreciation for the recent seminar held at Latrobe 

University and the V.C.A. sponsorship of same.  

 

December 8, 1982. 

L Holland ( Fitzroy) had been reported for misconduct, in that he disputed the Umpire’s ability to 

handle the match. Player Holland was severely reprimanded. 

 

February 14, 1983. 

Mr. R. Whitehead advised of his retirement from all levels of umpiring. It was agreed that a letter of 

thanks for his services to Victorian cricket should be forwarded to him. It was also agreed that a letter 

should be forwarded to the A.C.B. expressing concern at some of the matters raised by Mr. Whitehead 

and suggesting a meeting be held with representatives of Channels Nine and Two to discuss matters 

pertaining to replays etc. 

 

March 21, 1983.  

V.C.A. Umpires Association requested a grant for the Easter visit by the S.A.C.U.A.  Mr.  Parish 

reported that this was a regular Annual function and that the V.C.A. had assisted in the past, when the 
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V.C.A.U.A. had been the host. The V.C.A.U.A. had been requested to forward a budget of the 

revenue and expenses for this weekend. It was recommended and approved that an amount up to $ 

1,000.- be granted to the V.C.A.U.A. subject to examination of the budget forwarded. 

Mr. Bowtell reported that the Pennant Committee had met  to consider a complaint lodged by the 

Victorian Captain, Mr. Graham Yallop, on the performance of the umpires in the match Victoria v Sri 

Lanka played at the M.C.G. The Pennant Committee had decided that the umpires had taken all 

necessary action possible to ensure the match was played in accordance with the rules. They felt no 

action was necessary in this regard. 

 

April 11, 1983. 

It was recommended and approved that $ 3,000.- be contributed to the Umpires Retirement Benefit 

Fund for Season 1982/83. 

 

May 9, 1983. 

A minutes silence was observed in memory of the late Mr.`R. Hele (former  district  umpire.) 

V.C.A. Umpires advisor.It was recommended and approved that Mr. W. Smyth be appointed as 

Umpires' Advisor with an Honorarium of $ 800.-. The appointment would operate from 1st May 1983 

to 30th April 1984.  

 

June 20. 1983. 

The V.C.A.U.A. informed the Association that its lecture account was currently overdrawn to the 

extent of $ 475.95 and it was recommended that the V.C.A.U.A. be reimbursed this amount. 

 

July 11, 1983. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Panel would provide all umpires for the V.C.A. Colts Competition. 

 

August 8, 1983. 

Umpires Fees for season 1983/84 were approved at  27.- per day and $ 33.- per day for Finals and 

fees for the Colts competition be at the same rate. 

 

September 7, 1983. 

Pennant Committee reported that they had appointed Umpires for pre-season trial matches . 

 

October  10, 1983. 

The Executive Committee advised they had undertaken a review of allowances for scorers in line with 

the recent increases for players and it was recommended and approved that the allowance rtenfor 

scorers for 1983/4 be $ 42.- per day, being an increase of $ 12.- per day on 1982/83 and 

commensurate with increase granted to players and umpires. 

It was agreed that Umpires should be informed that commercial logos on players clothing are banned 

under V.C.A. By-law 14 (a). 

 

January 9, 1984. 

Ryder Medal 1983/84. Mr. Chambers queried the necessity for providing free tickets to all First XI 

umpires when the majority of players have to pay to attend the Dinner , and he asked whether thie 

really represented a fair treatment of  the participants in the Just Jeans Competition. Mr. Parish 

appreciated Mr. Chambers comment, but added that with respect, the average player still receives his 

game of cricket at district level at a reasonably cheap cost. 

The Pennant Committee reported that they were perturbed in having received an Umpires Report on 

the Just Jeans v. Media match, which highlighted the report of the Executive Director/ Secretary and 

Assistant Secretary for the wearing of commercial logos. 

 

February 13, 1984. 

V.C.A.U.A. advised that a total of $ 385.07 had been expended on lectures during the 1983/84 season 

and sought reimbursement of this amount. Recommended and approved that this amount be paid. 
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V.C.A. Umpires’  Retirement Fund. Mr. Parish advised that Mr. K. Carmody had fulfilled the 

qualifications for payment from the fund and as such, it was recommended and approved that Mr. 

Carmody be paid an amount of $ 380.- from the fund. It was noted that this was the initial 

payment from this fund. 

Pennant Committee advised of the appointment of Umpires for Semi-final Matches. 

 

April 9, 1984. 

It was recommended and approved  that a contribution of $ 3,000.- be mad to the V.C.A. Umpires 

Retirement Fund. 

Umpires Liasion Sub-committee Mr. Gray reported that the Executive Committee had received a 

report from this Sub-committee in regard to the rules applying to the Umpires Retirement Benefit 

Fund and in order to tidy up the conditions, a number of recommendations had been put to the 

Executive Committee which did not alter the basic principles pertaining to the fund. He 

subsequently  detailed the suggested changes and it was moved, seconded and carried that the 

amendments as detailed be approved. 

 

May 14, 1984. 

The V.C.A.U.A. advised of the termination of membership of Mr. G. Mullenger and Mr. F. 

Yeomans.  

The Umpires Recruitment and Training Sub-committee recommended the establishment of a 

preliminary course directed at improving Umpiring standards, primarily for under-age 

competitions. It was expected that a maximum number of 40 courses would be conducted 

throughout the C.U.O.V. during 1984/85 and that the establishment and running costs would be 

approximately $ 5,000.-. 

V.C.A. Umpires’ Advisor.  It was recommended and approved that Mr. W. J. Smyth be appointed 

at an Honorarium of  800.-. 

Pennant Committee  investigated an Umpires Report arising out of the Second XI Final between 

Carlton and Footscray. Carlton Third XI aptain, I. Sceney, a spectator at the match, had been 

reported by the Umpires for misconduct in that, he approached them and criticised their 

performance at the conclusion of the match. The Committee had found Sceney guilty of the 

charge and severely reprimanded him. 

V.C.A. By-Law 14 – Cricket Attire. Mr. Parish commented on the report forwarded concerning 

the infringements noted on the V.C.A. Umpires reports regarding the wearing of apparel 

displaying non-authorised logos. He stated this was of continuing concern at both First Class and 

Pennant level and could not see any effective solution. He asked that Clubs do their utmost to 

ensure players complied with this By-Law. 

 

September 10, 1984. 

Umpires Fees 1984/85. It was recommended and approved that the following fees be applicable 

for  1984/85. Statewide Cup - $ 30.- per day.  Finals - $ 36.- per day.  V.C.A.  Colts  Competition   

$ 30.- per day. 

  

October 8, 1984. 

 It was recommended and approved that the following allowances be paid for the 1984/85 season. 

Sheffield Shield Umpires $ 60.- per day. McDonalds Cup $ 70.- per day.  Scorers $ 50.- per day. 

Messrs. Neate and Bowtell were appointed to the V.C.A. Umpires’ Liaison Sub-Committee. 

In regard to the Ryder Medal Award, the Executive Director reported that discussions had been 

undertaken with the Herald & Weekly Times in regard to the publication of the Umpires votes at 

the completion of each round in the Herald on a Monday evening, along with continued 

promotion of the Competition and the Ryder Medal. Discussions had been held with the President 

of the V.C.A.U.A. and the  V.C.A. Umpires’ Advisor and that the  Herald  had agreed to provide 

$ 2,000.- towards the award which taken with the $ 2,000.- to be applied by the Association with 

the result of a $ 4,000.- prize to the winner of the Ryder Medal. In commenting on this last award, 

the Chairman advised that it was hoped the publicity to be gained would provide a fillip for both 

the Statewide Cup Competition and the Ryder Medal. 
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Novwmber 12, 1984. 

Mr. Chambers raised the question of logos on players clothing and had been advised that it 

seemed apparent that umpires were not too concerned with the wearing of logos (particularly in 

the lower XIs). The Assistant Secretary that all clubs had been advised prior to the start of the 

seasonand it was the Clubs/Players and Captains responsibilities to ensure that the logos were 

either removed or recovered.  

 

December 10, 1984. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee. Mr. Gray reported that advice had been received about the 

concern expressed on behalf of the Umpires in regard to possible embarrassment if Ryder Medal 

votes are disclosed after they have been given to Club representatives at the conclusion of the 

match. This had occurred on at least one occasion during the current season and as such, it was the 

Executive Committee’s desire to ensure that Ryder Medal votes remain confidential to the Club 

officials who receive them at the conclusion of the match, until released by publication in the 

Herald newspaper the following Monday. 

Mr. Gray also reported that the matter of one umpire standing at both ends of mainly 3rd and 4th 

XI matches had been raised in regard to the fee to be paid to that umpire. It was subsequently 

recommended and approved that any umpire officiating at both ends should receive one and a half 

times the normal umpires fee. Mr. Neate queried whether any consideration had been given by the  

Executive Committee to the back-pay of the fees owing where one umpire had officiated at both 

ends.This matter had not been raised by the Umpires’ Liaison  Sub-committee. 

            The Assistant Secretary commented in regard to the decline in numbers of available umpires and           

            warned Clubs that it was quite possible that problems of one umpire only officiating in lower       

            eleven matches would continue for the remainder of the season. 

            V.C.A. Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund. An application had been received from Mr. Cyril  

            Andrews who had retired from umpiring in 1979/80. It was recommended and approved that Mr.       

Andrews receive payment of $ 104.- from the fund. 

The Pennant Committee reported on dealing with reported players from 1st and 4th XI matches and 

the appointment of First Class Umpires. 

 

      March 18, 1985. 

The V.C.A. scorers asked that the Executive Committee be advised that Gwen Watson has now 

completed 45 years of uninterrupted service as scorer to the South Melbourne C.C.           

 

April 15, 1985. 
              The Executive Committee recommended a grant of $3,000.00 to the V.C.A. Umpires Retirement Fund. 

              The Executive Committee recommendedthat an Honorarium of $ 850.00 be paid to Mr. W. Smyth in                    

               recognition of his service over the past year and that he be re-appointed as V.C.A. Umpires Advisor for 

              1985/86. The recommendations were adopted. 

              The Pennant Committee had considered Umpires Reports regarding misconduct o several players and  

              advised that 9 players had been suspended for varying number of matches. Mr. Edwards stated that the 

              St. Kilda club did not codone the behaviour of the two players of the club who had been reported and had 

              advised that a repeat of this behaviour would not be tolerated. He also advised that an apology had been 

 forwarded to the Umpires.  

 

May 13, 1985. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association advised that 6 lectures had been conducted at Colac (2), Foster, Donald, 

Wangaratta and Myrtleford and requested reimbursement of cost incurred ($615.50). Approved. 

Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund. It was advised that several ex-umpires had made application for their 

entitlement from the fund and it was approved that payments be made as followa:- Mr. A.B.Farrow $276.00, 

Mr. R.V.Whitehead $1,166.00, Mr. D.French $840.00  and Mr. B.Smallwood $ 72.00. 

Mr. Parish reported that a request from the V.C.A.U.A. for permission and financial assistance t conduct an 

Umpires Seminar on 10th and 11tg August, 1985 at Monash University. The Seminar would be organised on 

a “live-in” basis but this would not preclude daily attendance. It would be open to all interested persons, 

with suggested charges being $35.- (live-in) and $20.- (non-residential). It was recommended and approved 
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that a subsidy of $1,500.- be made available and that a submission be made to the Department of Youyh, 

Sport and Recreation for a grant. 

 

September 9, 1985. 

The Executive Committee recommended that the Umpires Fees for the Statewide Cup Competition remain 

unchanged, at $30.- per Saturday. Approved. Mr. Hannan queried whether the shortage of Umpires 

experienced in 1984/85 was expected again and whether it was more difficult to attract Umpires because of 

the higher fee paid in Junior Associations. The Assistant Secretary advised that there should be sufficient 

Umpires for the coming season and that while a significant problem, the higher fees paid by Junior 

Associations did not hinder the V.C.A. recruitment of Umpires. 

 

November 11, 1985. 

 The Pennant Committee cancelled play on Saturday November 9th . Many delegates disagreed with this 

decision, pointing out that their grounds would have been able to be used. Mr. Gray pointed out that it was 

within the power of the Umpires to make a decision at each ground and perhaps this would have been a 

better course of action. 

 

January 13, 1986. 

Umpires appointments were announced as follows:- Victoria v. Western Australia Januaey 18/21 B. Guy and 

L. King, Victoria v. South Australia January 25/28 R. Bailhache and D. Holden. 

Mr. Bowtell  reported that the large number of players noted on Umpires Reports as being spoken to 

regarding their behaviour was of increasing concern to the Pennant Committee. He requested Clubs to take 

appropriate action to ensure a vast improvement in general on-field behaviour. 

 

February 10, 1986. 

The Pennant Committee advised on the appointment of Umpires for Statewide Cup Finals. Mr. Chambers 

queried whether it would not be better to appoint First XI Umpires to all matches. Mr. Bowtell explained 

that the Pennant Committee considered it was more appropriate to have Umpires from e3ach grade 

officiating at their respective levels. This method of appointment provided greater incentive for all members 

of the Umpires Panel. 

Mr. Beitzel requested the Executive Committee to examine the possibility of producing a 

coaching/education video for umpiring. He stated that while this may involve a costly outlay initially, he 

believes the return would be far greater in terms of benefit to Junior cricket. 

 

March 14, 1986. 

This was a special meeting held to discuss an appeal lodged by the Carlton Club against the decision of the 

Pennant Committee to uphold the result in round 15, First XI match between Footscray and University.   

It was contended that the Captains had agreed to produce a tied result on the First Innings. The 

Committee examined in the scorebooks and the Umpires’ Report from the match and questioned 

the Captains of each club. M. Day, one of the umpires was questioned by the Pennant Committee. 

It was suggested that Mr. Day and Mr. Bugge, the other umpire, together with Mr. Scholes, should 

be permitted to speak at the meeting but the motion was lost. After much discussion the appeal 

was lost. 

 

April 14, 1986. 

A grant of $3,000.- to the Umpires’ Retirement Benefit Fund was approved. 

Mr. Chambers suggested that consideration could be given to making the Umpires pay for their 

tickets to the Ryder Medal Dinner. 

The Executive Committee recommended that Mr. W. J. Smyth Be appointed Umpires’ Advisor 

for the period May1, 1986  to April 30, 1987 at an honorarium of $ 850.-. Approved. 

 

May 12, 1986. 

University Club expressed dissatisfaction with the handling of the Umpires Report arising from 

the First XI match v. Fitzroy. 

 

June 16, 1986. 
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The Association had reached agreement with the Taxation Depart,ment in 1979 that Umpires 

below the level of First Class Cricket would be exempt from the definition of employees.. This 

agreement has been confirmed with the Taxation Department. 

 

July 14, 1986. 

The Executive Committee recommended that (1) A V.C.A. tie be provided for First Class 

Umpires, (2) Retirement Benefit Fund credits be provided for Umpires officiating in various 

matches which otherwise preclude an umpire from a match that would have retained a credit, and 

(3) Former V.C.A. Umpire, George Mullenger, be paid $ 344.- from the Umpires Retirement 

Benefit Fund as he had now qualified. Approved. 

Mr. Beitzel queried whether any progress had been made in obtaining a copy of the Q.C.A. 

Umpires Training Video. The Q.C.A. had been approached but due to their inability to secure a 

sponsor for the project the only way we could obtain a copy was to purchase one at $ 600.-. A 

recommendation to purchase a copy for judgment and evaluation was approved. 

 

September 8, 1986. 

             The Executive Committee recommended reimbursement of $ 740.60 to the V.C.A.U.A. with        

 Respect to lecture expenses and $ 880.- re the 1985/86 Umpires Seminar. Approved. 

Umpires Fees. Recommended that Umpires Fees for Home and Away matches remain unchanged 

at $ 30.- per day, while the fee for Semi-final and Final matches (all XIs) be increased to $ 50.- 

per day. Approved. 

 

November 10, 1986. 

The Australian Taxation Office advised that Tax Installment Deductions for Umpires below 

Sheffield Shield level are exempt. Copies of the letter were sent to members and the V.C.A.U.A. 

 

December 8, 1986. 

Mr. Beitzel suggested that Umpire should be directed to take a stronger line in regard to the 

standard of behaviour of players.  

 

January 19, 1987. 

The Executive Committee recommended a grant of $ 1,250.- be made to the V.C.A.U.A. with 

respect to their match against the S.A.C.A. Umpires Association. Approved. 

Mr. Bowtell reported that the Pennant Committee were still concerned with the reports received 

from Umpires regarding unsatisfactory on-field behaviour. He warned all Clubs that players noted 

on the Umpires Report Form on more than one occasion could be liable for a penalty from the 

Committee. 

 

February 9, 1987. 

The V.C.A.Umpires Association advised that correspondence re player behaviour has been 

forwarded to all umpires. 

 

March 16, 1987. 

V.C.A.U.A. sought reimbursement of Lecture expenses totalling $ 1,000.80. Reimbursement for 

this account was approved. Mr. Bowtell reported that D. Weaver (South Melbourne) had been 

called before the Pennant Committee following a fourth adverse report from Umpires. He stated 

that Weaver had previously been given a warning about his behaviour and was subsequently 

suspended for two matches. The Pennant Committee had received two submissions from North 

Melbourne- Geelong regarding the over rate penalty incurred in the First XI match v. Carlton. The 

Committee considered all the points submitted were available to the umpires when the decision 

was made. As V.C.A. Pennant Rule 16 stated that Umpires decision was final the Pennant 

Committee could not take any further action. 

 

April  13, 1987. 

A grant of $ 3,000.- was approved to the V.C.A. Umpires’ Retirement Benefit Fund. 
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The Executive Committee recommended the re-appointment of Mr. W. J. Smyth as V.C.A. 

Umpires advisor at an honorarium of $ 850.-. Approved.  

 

May 11, 1987. 

The Executive Committee recommended the payment of $ 484.- to former umpire, Mr. R. 

Groom,who had fulfilled the necessary qualifications for his accrued benefits. Approved. 

 

June 15, 1987. 

Mr. Parish reported that the following former Umpires had qualified for payment and that the 

Executive Committee recommended payment from the Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund.- N. 

Millar $ 468.- and G. Cooper $ 336.-. 

 

August 31, 1987. 

Cricket attire. By-law 14(a) . A ruling was made that attire for Umpires was to be:- Shirts, hats 

and footwear shall be white and trousers black. 

 

September 14, 1987. 

The3 Executive Committee recommended that the Umpires match fee for 1987/8 be $ 33.- per 

day. Recommendation approved. 

 

October 12, 1987. 

The Executive Committee recommended that the Umpires fees for V.C.A. Finals be $ 50.- per 

day and that the Fee for Sheffield Shield and other Victorian First Class matches be $ 260.-, and 

for One-Day matches be $ 65.-.  Recommendations adopted.  

 

November 9, 1987. 

The V.C.A. Umpires Association sought a grant to cover expenses in relation to a seminar on 11 th 

October. The Executive Committee recommended a grant of $ 700.- and that the V.C.A.U.A. be 

advised that such applications be lodged well prior to any similar event in future. Adopted. 

Mr. Parish reported that the Umpires Recruitment and Training Sub-Committee had sought to 

establish a trial courseat the Holmesglen College of T.A.F.E. and that the Executive Committee 

had recommended a grant of $ 300.- for this purpose. Recommendation adopted. 

 

December 14, 1987. 

Richmond Club appealed against a Pennant Committee decision to let the Umpires decision stand 

after play had continued beyond what should have been the time for stumps in the First XI match 

against Carlton on 14th & 21st November. Mr. Bowtell reviewed the circumstances of the match 

and the decision taken at the Pennant Committee. He conceded that there was no doubt that the 

ruling made by the Umpires was incorrect but that in view of the circumstances the Committee 

had decided the result should stand. The appeal mwas put and lost. 

 

January 11, 1988. 

Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund. The Executive Committee had recommended the following 

payments:- R. Given $ 650.-, F. Yeomans $ 392.-, W. Copeland $ 1,545.-, J, Burnett $ 344.-. 

 

April 18, 1988. 

The Executive Committee  recommended payment of $ 2,000.- to the V.C.A. Umpires Retirement 

Benefit Fund, and that Mr. W. J. Smyth be re-appointed as Umpires Advisor for 1988/89 at the 

honorarium of $ 900.-. Recommendations adopted. 

 

May 9, 1988. 

The Pennant Committee had heard the Umpires’ Report concerning Mr. N. Buszard, arising from 

the First XI Final and resultantly had found Buszard guilty of misconduct, and imposed a one 

match suspension. 
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June 20, 1988. 

Mr. Parish advised that the V.C.A.U.A. had sought reimbursement of costs involved with 

conducting various lectures on Umpiring and Laws of Cricket throughout Victoria. The Executive 

Committee recommended payment of $ 968.70 to cover travelling, accommodation and other 

costs incurred. Approved. 

Mr. Beitzel expressed his concern with the growing crisis regarding the availability of cricket 

umpires at the local Association level. He stated that increasing shortage of umpires was having a 

detrimental affect on the development of the game. He further stated that far more positive action 

would need to be taken to encourage a greater number of recruits to umpiring. The Executive 

Director detailed some current developments in this regardincluding courses conducte at the 

Holmesglen College of TAFE  and at the V.C.A. 

 

July 11, 1988. 

District Cricket Umpires Fees 1988/89. Mr. Parish reported that the Executive Committee had 

considered at length the question of Umpires Fees and had taken into consideration the fact that in 

1987/88 fees were increased from $ 30.- to $ 33.- which was the first increase for two years; that 

representation had been made from the V.C.A.U.A. through the Umpires’ Liaison Committee and 

as a consequence it was moved by Mr. Parish and seconded by Mr. Mann that Umpires fees fro 

District Cricket Matches and the One-day Competition for 1988/89 be set at $ 40.- per day. The 

motion was put and carried. On the question of Umpires Fees for Semi-final and Finals matches 

Mr. Parish advised that these fees are normally set in line with Sheffield Shield rates and the 

Executive Committee would come forth with the recommendation once Sheffield Shield 

payments had been finalised. In discussion on the Umpires Fees Mr. Mann advised that as a result 

of the increased fees the total cost to clubs per season will be approximately $ 5,000.-. 

 

August 8, 1988. 

Mr. Gray reported that during his visit to the recent I.C.C. Conference in England he had made 

enquiries regarding the availability of Audio-visual aids for the training of Umpires. Both the 

M.C.C. and the T.C.C.B., (through the N.C.A.) had indicated that nothing was currently available 

although the latter were in the process of producing some teaching materials. He stated that advice 

would be forwarded when this material was available. 

The Pennant Committee had re-considered the proposed hours of play for 1988/89. The views of 

the Clus as expressed at the June meeting of the Association and the comments from the Umpires 

was taken into consideration. 

 

October 10, 1988. 

 The Executive Committee recommended that the following payments be made with regard to 

Victorian home Sheffield Shield matches:- Umpires $ 400.- per match, Scorers $ 75.- per day./ 

 

November 14, 1988. 

Umpires appointments:- Victoria v. N.S.W. (second XI) D. Holt and W. Sheahan, Victoria v. 

Queensland R. Bailhache and L. King, Victoria v. West Indies R. Bailhache and L. King. 

 

December 12, 1988. 

St. Kilda Club had appealed against the decision of the Pennant Committee to rule that the round 

3 match between Carlton and Prahran had been a drawn match with each team being allocated one 

point. Play in the particular match had been abandoned by the Umpires due to the condition of the 

pitch and ground prior to the commencement of play. St. Kilda contended that as the match had 

been abandoned prior to the commencement of play, no match had taken place and consequently 

no result was possible. Thus neither club should have been awarded any points. Mr. Parish stated 

that all steps required for a match to be played had been undertaken and that it was a ruling of the 

Umpires which had prevented play commencing. The appeal was put to the meeting and 

dismissed.  

 

February 13,1989. 
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The Executive Committee recommended that the Umpires’ Fees for all Semi-Finals and Finals be 

$ 75.- per day. Approved. 

 

March 14, 1989. 

St. Kilda had protested against the decision of the Umpires not to impose an over rate penalty in 

the Fourth XI match against Hawthorn East Melbourne. The Pennant Committee endorsed the 

decision of the Umpires and dismissed the protest. 

 

April 10, 1989. 

The Executive Committee had recommended that Mr. W. J. Smyth be re-appointed as the V.C.A. 

Umpires Advisor for 1989/90 at an honorarium of $ 900.-. Recommendation approved. 

The Australian Cricket Board at its meeting on 27/28th April ruled that Umpires selected for the 

International Panel would be required to undergo fitness testing and testing of hearing and 

eyesight. 

Mr. Hannan queried the apparent discrepancy in the Umpires interpretation of the “danger area”. 

He stated that it seemed there were different interpretations for International cricket and for the 

V.C.A. District competition. Mr. Parish advised that greater tolerance was given at the 

International level and agreed that the present Law of Cricket appeared too severe. He stated that 

this matter would be raised at the forthcoming A.C.B. State Umpires Advisors’ meeting. 

 

May 8,1989.  

The Executive Committee had considered a request from the V.C.A.U.A. for financial assistance 

with the Biennial match against the South Australian Umpires Association  

and had recommended a grant of $ 1,500.- be made in this respect. Approved. 

 

June 19,1989. 

Umpires Liaison Sub-Committee had proposed that Kleenex Shield matches be included as 

notional credits in the Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund, retrospective to include 1988/89. 

Adopted.  Mr. Mann’s proposal for Umpires Recruitment and Training was approved . Mr. Parish 

advised it was the  Executive Committee’s recommendation, in order that this scheme can 

commence as soon as possible, that expenditure of up to $ 5,000.- for the 1989/90 season be 

made available for it. Recommendation approved. 

 

August 14, 1989. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association – Seminar. The Executive Committee had recommended approval of 

a pre-season Umpires Seminar and a grant of $ 1,100.- toward the cost of this seminar. Approved, 

V.C.A. Umpires Retirement Fund. Mr. Edwards advised that the Executive had recommended the 

following payments:- Mr. R. Isherwood, $ 2,300.-, Mr. A. Crawlwy $ 1,248.-, Mr.  G. Bugge 

$680.-. Payment approved. The A.C.B. advised of the appointment to the National Umpires’ 

panel of Mr. R. Bailhache and Mr. L. King. 

 

September 11, 1989. 

The V.C.A. Umpires  association advised office bearers appointed for 1989/90. Umpires Fees for 

1989/90.The Executive Committee recommended that Umpires Fees for V.C.A. District 

competition matches, excluding Finals, be $ 50.- per day (1988/89 - $ 40.-) and that the fee for 

Sheffield Shield/First Class matches be $ 450.- per match (1988//89 - $ 400.-. 

Umpires Recruitment Programme. The Executive Director reported that this programme was well 

underway and several promotional nights would be conducted during the following week. 

 

October 9, 1989. 

V.C.A. Umpires Retirement Benefit Fund. Mr. Parish explained a report circulated outlining 

recommended changes in the notional credits paid to the Fund. Headvised of a recommendation 

that the Association’s contribution to the fund be increased from $ 3,000.- to $ 5,000.- per annum. 

Umpiring Video. The Executive Director had obtained a copy of the video “Umpiring with Dickie 

Bird”.  The Umpires’ Advisor, Mr. W. J. Smyth had advised that the video was excellent and 
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thoroughly recommended its use. The Association agreed to purchase the rights to reproduce 25 

copies for approximately $ 425.- 

 

November 13, 1989. 

The A.C.B. had negotiated a liability cover to a limit of $ 5,000.- for all Umpires officially 

appointed by any Association affiliated via the C.U.O.V. or V.C.C.L. or otherwise with the 

V.C.A. Umpires Recruitment Programme. Mr. Parish advised that expenditure on this programme 

had exceeded the approved budget of  $ 5,000.-  by $ 348.- and sought approval for this 

additional amount. On the advice of the Executive Director this sum for approval was increased to 

$ 648.-. Mr. K. Mitchell reported that at the last C.U.O.V. meeting indications were received that 

the programme had resulted in somem30-33 Umpires being recruited by affiliated Associations. 

He expressed concern over the number of stand-by Umpires on the V.C.A. Panel especially when 

there was a shortage of  Umpires. Mr. Beitzel  reported that the C.U.O.V. sought further meetings 

of the Umpires Recruitment and Training Committee to initiate a strategy for next season. The 

Assistant Secretary explained the procedure operating with standy-by appointments and stressed 

that Umpires on stand-by were strongly encouraged to make themselves available to other 

Associations. The Executive Director advised that copies of the “Dickie Bird – Introduction to 

Umpiring” videotape were now available from the Association. 

 

December 11, 1989. 

V.C.A. Umpires Association. Mr. Parish reported that the cost of the Seminar conducted by the 

V.C.A.U.A. at North Melbourne was $ 1071.- within the budget of $ 1,100.- The Executive 

Committee had recommended re-imbursement of the $ 1,071.- plus $ 635.60 for lecture expenses 

for course undertaken by V.C.A.U.A. members during 1988/89 and an increase from 20 cnts per 

kilometre to 30 cents per kilometre with respect to travelling expenses associated with these 

lectures. Mr. Beitzel recommended that a request be made to the V.C.A.U.A. that Umpires wear 

their name badges during matches. He stated that this would be extremely helpful, especially in 

Third XI and Fourt XI matches where the Umpires were not generally well known. Noted for 

future consideration. It was announced that Mr. Ian Hennig (Melbourne) was the winner of the 

V.C.A.UA. “W. J. Smyth Award” for 1989/90. 
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